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MY BLUE-FACED OR RED-TAILED 
AMAZON PARROT 


(Amazona brasiliensis (Linn.)) 


By P. H. Maxwe tt (Whipsnade, Bedfordshire, England) 


I have a specimen of the Blue-faced or Red-tailed Amazon Parrot 
which I bought locally in Dunstable from the mother of a Merchant 
Navy steward who had brought it from Brazil. This parrot is repre- 
sented in the Bird Collection of the Natural History Museum, London, 
by three specimens—two of which were in the London Zoo in 1883 
and 1887, and the other is a wild-caught bird. 

I have recently been in New York and while there visited the 
American Museum of Natural History which has two specimens— 
one was originally in Lord Rothschild’s collection at Tring, previously 
being at the London Zoo; the other is a wild-caught bird. The 
American Museum of Natural History has recently received a collection 
from the area in Brazil where this bird occurs but there was no 
specimen of it. 

There is a coloured plate of the Blue-faced Amazon Parrot in the 
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 1880, page 22, but 
Dr. Finsch was unable to see a specimen for his famous monograph 
on parrots. 

While in the U.S.A. I visited the Zoos at Bronx Park and Central 
Park, New York, and the Zoo at San Diego, but was unable to find 
specimens of this bird. If anyone in the U.S.A. has one in captivity 
I should like to hear from him. 

I keep my bird as a pet; it is very amusing and talks well. The 
plate illustrating this article is made from a coloured photograph. 
The Blue-faced or Red-tailed Amazon is found in Southern Brazil 
from Sao Paulo to Rio Grande do Sul. 

The following description is taken from the British Museum Catalogue 
of Birds, vol. xx, pp. 306-7 :— 

Adult male. Green, edges of the feathers black, under surface lighter 


I 
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green, under tail-coverts yellowish green ; sinciput and lores pink-red ; 
feathers of the vertex slightly yellowish ; cheeks, ear-coverts, and chin 
purplish, with the tips of the feathers purple-blue ; metacarpal edge 
pink-red ; upper wing-coverts and innermost secondaries green with 
paler or yellowish-green edges ; primary-coverts green like the bases 
of the outer webs of the quills ; first primary black, the apical half 
of the remaining primaries black with a slight tinge of deep blue ; 
secondaries green, with the tips blue ; under wing-coverts yellowish 
green ; quills below blackish, with a slight tinge of bluish or bluish 
green towards the base of the inner webs ; tail green, with a band at 
the tip greenish yellow, followed by a subapical one carmine-red, and 
by a third purple-blue on the outer three tail feathers; the outer 
web of the outer tail-feather more than half purple-blue ; tail under- 
neath carmine, with a yellow-green band at the tip and a dull purple 
one towards the base : bill pale horn-colour, with the tip of the upper 
mandible dusky ; feet grey. Total length about 14 inches, wing 8-2, 
tail 4-5, bill 1-2, tarsus 0-7. 

The female has less red on the sinciput, the feathers of which are 
yellowish green edged with red, which colour is nearly confined to the 
forehead and lores; the cheeks are less purple, the feathers being 
dusky green with purple-blue tips. 


* bad * 


THE “ KIMPENKAMP ” COLLECTION, HOLLAND 
By H. P. van Heyst (Groenlo, Holland) 


During the season 1958, our Australian parrakeets in part failed 
and in part bred very well. 


1. CRIMSON-WINGED PARRAKEET (Aprosmictus erythropterus) 

Two years previously the older couple were imported direct from 
Australia, and arrived, as is often the case with imported birds, in 
very bad condition. With much care they were acclimatized here 
slowly and surely and in 1958, for the first time, they came into 
breeding condition. Eggs were not laid, however, and the season 
passed without any result. I think that they were not satisfied 
with the size of nest-boxes provided. The cock grew up into a 
magnificent and affectionate mate and frequently fed the hen, but 
that was all. It is well known that Crimson-winged Parrakeets like a 
nest-box with a very long climb up, almost from ground-level, in a 
hollow, perpendicular tree about 6 feet high. Next season I will change 
the trees and give them a choice between two even more massive 
original tree-trunks of different size and try again. A grandfather 
clock also may do very well. Then we should have three chances and 
this couple do show promise for the future. 
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The second couple of Crimson-winged Parrakeets was a pair just 
imported from the Netherlands’ island of New Guinea (Indonesia) ; 
the cock was in miserable condition and had a peculiar reddish colour 
on the flanks ; the female was much better, but the right wing was 
cut and she could not fly. A few months after arrival the cock died 
and it was difficult to replace him. We had the good luck that a 
German friend could help us by replacing the lost cock by one of his 
own breeding, two years old and almost fully coloured. Meanwhile, 
we had gradually removed, one by one, the cut wing feathers of the hen 
and by the time the new cock arrived she had so far recovered as to 
be able to fly normally. The couple were soon good friends, but it 
was already too late for them to come into breeding condition as 
acclimatization was not complete. I think that next season this couple 
will also come into breeding condition. 


2. Kinc PARRAKEET (Alisterus scapularis) 

Though imported three years previously from Australia, this pair 
came into breeding condition for the first time in 1958 and the female 
laid ten eggs on the ground. Six were fertile, but no foster-parents 
were available, so we had no success. The next season I think things 
will go much better as the pair are in good condition and friendly 
to each other and will probably go readily to nest, if the right nest-box 
tree is supplied and placed in the open aviary. 


3. PRincEss OF WALES’ PARRAKEET (Polytelis alexandrae) 


The two pairs of Princess of Wales’ which have bred very well 
year after year, and fed their young perfectly, failed in 1958. They 
seem very erratic in this matter. Both pairs broke the eggs which 
were almost all fertile. It is a pity and there seems to be no remedy. 
Perhaps a less steep descent to the bottom of the nest-box might help 
in this case. The cock of one of the pairs is so tame that he is a joy 
to the collection ; he will eat from the hand and climbs up to one’s 
shoulder and appreciates being talked to. 


4. EASTERN RosE.La (Platycercus eximius) 
The two pairs have both done well. Both pairs bred twice and 
each pair had five youngsters in each brood, making a total of twenty 
fine young birds which all grew up very well. 


5. PENNANT’s PARRAKEET, or Crimson RosELLa (Platycercus elegans) 
We have a very fine Pennant’s female, which was mated to a cock 
Pileated ; in 1957 they had four young hybrids and in 1958 also four 
hybrids, of which three survived. So far as I know, this is the first 
time that this cross has been made successfully and it can be considered 
as ararity. The hybrids have a soft beauty, the predominating colour 
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when they leave the nest is green on the back, still speckled with red 
points on the head and on the rump, with a small amount of bluish 
colour on the flight-feathers and the typical blue spots on the cheek, 
which only occur in the Pennant’s. The large beak is typical of the 
male Pileated as is also the whole shape and temperament. The 
next experiment will be to test whether the hybrids are fertile, but 
much patience is necessary. 

We do not generally like breeding hybrids, but we only had the cock 
Pileated and could not get 2 female so we decided to cross the two. 
Meanwhile we have the opportunity of obtaining some more specimens 
of Pileated and hope to have several pairs very soon and then can give 
the old female Pennant’s a mate of her own and stop any further 
breeding of hybrids. Another pair of young Pennant’s did not come 
into breeding condition. 


6. BrRown’s PARRAKEET or NORTHERN ROosELLa (Platycercus venustus) 


Our pair is fully acclimatized, but successful breeding results are 
rare. As is known, the Brown’s has the curious habit of moulting during 
the summer and after that the pair comes into breeding condition. 
In out climate it becomes cold too soon for the young birds, or the 
eggs do not hatch as they are infertile. 


7. MEALY RosELLa (Platycercus adscitus) 

We got a beautiful pair of youngsters from a friend, but this “ pair ” 
turned out to be two males so we will see if we can change one. 

Our aviaries are of good length and each aviary has a covered shelter 
at one end which can be closed if necessary in bad weather. The 
aviaries are built round the house of “‘ Kimpenkamp ” so that we can 
watch what is going on. 
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ON MANDARIN DUCK HYBRIDS 
By A. A. Prestwicu (Southgate, England) 


Golden and Ambherst Pheasant hybrids are anathema to the 
ornamental pheasant enthusiast. One would imagine that to a water- 
fowl keeper the somewhat analogous Mandarin—Carolina cross would 
be regarded similarly. But such is not the case, because the 
remarkable fact is that these two species, supposedly so closely related, 
show a very marked reluctance to mate successfully with each other. 
Both Mandarins and Carolinas normally form strongly attached pairs, 
but when the two species are associated it is not uncommon for them 
to pair together, even though a mate of their own kind is available. 
Any eggs that may be produced later are almost always, if not 
invariably, infertile. It must be assumed that some genetic incom- 
patibility makes fertilization unlikely, or even impossible. It is 
extremely doubtful that any well-authenticated result has ever 
followed such a union. 

References are infrequent and, in the main, quite inconclusive. 
All too often the various authorities merely repeat several ancient 
references, without, one would imagine, checking them, as the majority 
contribute little or nothing. Search through the literature reveals 
the following “‘ evidence ”’ of crosses in which the Mandarin is reported 
to have been one of the ducks involved. 


MANDARIN Duck x CAROLINA Duck 


Aix galericulata < Aix sponsa 


Van Kempen (1890) describes a “‘ Sarcelle de la Chine ¢ et Sarcelle 
de la Caroline 2”, adult male, bought alive in the vicinity of Saumur, 
France, in May, 1888. 

Leverkiihn (1890) lists the cross, says there are several instances, 
gives references (Suchetet, Kempen, Touchard), but queries which 
was the male parent. 

The British Museum Catalogue (1895) includes it merely on the 
authority of Leverkiihn. 

Suchetet (1896) says: ‘“* Aix galericulata x Aix sponsa hybrids, 
reared particularly in Holland, are infertile.” He gives a footnote : 
** See Alfred Touchard, Guide pour élever les Faisans, p. 91.” I have 
been unable to trace a copy of this work. 

St. Quintin (1899), of Scampston Hall, York, writes: ‘“ Two 
clutches of eggs, laid by a Carolina duck mated with a Mandarin 
drake, proved unfertile, as has been the case on several other occasions. 
I have lately heard of an instance, in a neighbouring county, where a 
hybrid between these species was hatched and reared up to the 
first moult.” 
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Finn (1904) says: ‘‘ Of late years, however, if I recollect aright, a 
hybrid was bred by one of our members, which did not live to attain 
maturity.” Probably the “ hearsay” report of St. Quintin. Later he 
writes: ‘‘I may say that our member Captain Boyd Horsbrugh, 
A.S.C., has kindly written informing me that a brood of Mandarin-— 
Carolina hybrids was hatched at the Stephen’s Green pond in Dublin, 
but unfortunately all, he believes, were killed by a terrier. He does 
not know which was the male parent. This at any rate shows that the 
cross is not so very hard to obtain as might have seemed previously ; 
but it is a pity that misfortune appears to attend the hybrids when 
produced.” 

Horsbrugh (1910) mentions the Dublin event and says: ‘‘ A male 
Mandarin and a female Carolina paired some years ago and hatched 
the young, but the hen bird was killed by a dog and the ducklings all 
perished.”” The birds were in the charge of “ Mr. Kearney, the 
Superintendent, who is a most enthusiastic ornithologist ’’. 

Delacour (1928) describes a visit to J. V. de Laveaga’s collection 
of waterfowl in San Francisco and writes (a free translation) : ‘‘ Many 
other hybrids have been reared there ; particularly a curious bird, 
rather badly developed, which, in summer plumage, resembles a 
Mandarin Duck, with more white on the chin and throat. It is a male 
which was raised, the previous year, in a clutch of Carolinas. 
Mr. de Laveaga tells me that in winter it assumes a bronzed dress, 


fairly well mottled under the raised projections on the wings of the 
Mandarin. He believes, and it is also my opinion, that it is a hybrid 
between the Mandarin and Carolina, without, however, being able 
to confirm it.” 


CaROLINA Duck x MANDARIN Duck 
Aix sponsa < Aix galericulata 


On 22nd December, 1873, a ‘‘ Hybrid Duck g. Bred between 
Aix sponsa 3 and Aix galericulata 2 ’’, was presented by J. Charlton Parr 
to the Zoological Society of London (1873, 1877). 

The British Museum Catalogue (1895) gives ‘‘ Anas sponsa 3 xX A. 
galericulata 2°’, again on the authority of Leverkiihn, who queries 
which was the male parent. 

Suchetet (1896) in a footnote says: ‘“‘ Cross-breeding obtained in 
both directions by several amateurs.” 

St. Quintin (1899) writes: ‘‘ Some half-a-dozen years ago, one of 
my full-winged Mandarin ducks paired with a full-winged Carolina 
drake, and nested in the hollow bough of a tall elm tree ; five young 
were hatched under a hen, and at the end of a fortnight were thriving, 
but were all lost in one day through the unfortunate neglect of the 
person in charge.” 
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MAnpDARIN Duck x MALLARD (Domestic Duck) 


Anus galericulata < Aix platyrhynchos Var. dom. 


Van Wickevoort Crommelin (1865) reports (a free translation) : 
** This case of hybridization, which appears to us to be new to science, 
has been observed in the menagerie of M. B. J. Miller of Amsterdam, 
who owns a country-house in the neighbourhood of Harlem. This 
amateur had, among other poultry, a pair of Canards a éventail 
(A. galericulata). After the death of the female the male paired quite 
willingly with a white domestic duck of the race we have just named. 
From this union three young ones were born, which unfortunately were 
killed by an ordinary drake some days after their birth. These hybrids 
were covered with a yellow down varied with large speckles of 
blackish-brown, from which we presume that, if they had remained 
alive, they would have assumed a parti-coloured plumage and not a 
white like their mother. Some months after the death of these young 
ones, the male was devoured by some carnivorous animal.” 

Leverkiihn (1890) lists A. galericulata x A. domestica, with a note 
“Only eggs laid”’, and the British Museum Catalogue includes it 
again only on the authority of Leverkiihn. 


MALLARD X MANDARIN Duck 
Anas platyrhynchos x Aix galericulata 


Page (1914) includes Anas boschas x Aix galericulata in his 
“* Continental List” but gives no reference. 


GADWALL < MANDARIN Duck 


Anas strepera < Aix galericulata 


Sibley (1938) lists this cross. 


AMERICAN POCHARD < MANDARIN Duck 


Aythya americana < Aix galericulata 


Phillips (1923-26) writes : “‘ Although it [Red-head] has doubtless 
been crossed with many other ducks in captivity, I know of only the 
two following: the Ring-necked Duck and the Mandarin Duck. 
Specimens of both these crosses went through the hands of a dealer, 
Mr. G. D. Tilley, of Darien, Connecticut, in 1909.” 


The foregoing show that there is no concrete evidence of Mandarin 
hybrids having been bred under anything like controlled conditions. 
We must, therefore, have recourse to the unsatisfactory Scottish 
verdict “* Not proven ”’. 





A. A. PRESTWICH-——-ON MANDARIN DUCK HYBRIDS 


The explanation of the mystery, if such it may be called, is probably 
to be found in the discovery by Yoshimaro Yamashina (1952), of the 
Yamashina Ornithological Institute, Tokyo, that the Mandarin Duck 
possesses a number of chromosomes differing from that of all other 
Anatidae. This fact makes hybridization extremely unlikely, if not 
actually impossible. 


REFERENCES 


British Museum, 1895. Catalogue of the Birds. Vol. xxvii, 74, 77. 

Dexacour, J., 1928. Une collection de palmipédes vivants en Californie. L’ Oiseau 
(Paris), 9, 22-29. 

Finn, F., 1904. The Summer or Carolina Duck. Avicult. Mag., 2nd Ser., 2, 89-94. 

——— 1904. Further Notes on Carolina Ducks. Avicult. Mag., 2nd Ser., 2, 139-140. 

Horssrucu, J. B., 1910. The Waterfowl at Stephen’s Green, Dublin. Avicult. Mag., 
grd Ser., 1, 154-157. 

Leverktun, P., 1890. Ueber Farbenvarietiten bei Vogeln. 7. Orn. (Lpz.), 38 
168-232. 

Passe, W. T., 1914. Species which have reared young ; and Hybrids which have been bred in 
Captivity in Great Britain. Appendix 2, 43. 

Puiturps, J. C., 1923-26. A Natural History of the Ducks. Vol. 3, 181. 

Sr. Quintin, W. H., 1899. Breeding Experiences. Avicult. Mag., 5, 72-74. 

Smtey, C. L., 1938. Hybrids of and with North American Anatidae. 9™ 
Congr. Orn. Int. [Rouen], 1938, 327-335. 

Sucuetet, A., 1896. Des Hybrides a l'état sauvage. Régne animal. Tome premier. 

Classe des Oiseaux, 176-177. 

VAN Kempen, C., 1890. Oiseaux hybrides de ma collection. Mém. Soc. Zool. Fr., 
1890, 110. 

vAN WICKEVooRT CROMMELIN, J. P., 1865. Hybrides de Canards. Ned. Tijdschr. 
Dierk., 2, 294-297. 

YAMASHINA, Y., 1952. Classification of the Anatidae based on the Cyto-genetics. 
Papers from the Co-ordinating Committee Res. Genetics, 3, 1-34. 

ZooLocicaL SOCIETY OF Lonpon, 1873. Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 1873, 812. 

—— 1877. List of the Vertebrated Animals, 6th Edition, 335. 





F. JOHANSEN——-BREEDING OF MALAY GLOSSY STARLING 


BREEDING OF MALAY GLOSSY STARLING 
(Aplonis panayensis strigatus) 


By FrepE JOHANSEN (Bagsvaerd, Denmark) 


My interest in insectivorous birds resulted in my getting hold of a 
pair of Malay Glossy Starlings (Aplonis panayensis strigatus) in January, 
1958. For a long time, I had wanted to own a pair of starlings because 
of their amusing habits, beautiful colours, and their intelligence, and 
when I had the opportunity of obtaining the above-mentioned rare 
species—which had not been imported into this country before— 
I could not resist the temptation and I have not regretted it. They are 
beautiful birds and very peaceful towards smaller birds. 

Both sexes are black all over, with a greenish metal sheen ; the 
beak is black, the eyes are bright, light red with a thin yellow circle 
round the pupils, and the legs are dull black. One bird is about the 
size of a Danish Starling, but the female is a little smaller than the cock ; 
the surest way of identifying the sex is by the cock’s song, the tone of 
which is both melodious and rather unmelodious. The female does 
not sing. 

The pair were put in the aviary in my sitting-room with my other 
birds. In the course of a month, they showed interest in the nest-boxes 
and especially in a tree stump I had placed there for my Agapornis 
pullaria. 1 think it is almost certain that in the open they look for holes 
in trees in which to build their nests. In my aviary they first built in 
a large basket-nest ; later they became interested in a box, half open 
in front, which was hanging at the same height under the loft. This 
box was then filled with both coarse and fine nesting materials, but 
the hen could not decide which nest-box to use and, in spite of the 
fact that they were hung at each end of the aviary (which is 2 metres 
long, 2 metres high, and 70 cm. wide), the pair continued to defend 
both nest-boxes against the other birds. The cock sang busily with 
his neck anu beak stretched out in the air and finished by making an 
attempt to mate. The hen, however, did not appear to want this and, 
therefore, I tried giving more nourishing food, larger amounts of 
mealworms—which were greedily devoured—fruit, and universal 
mixture, and also fresh milk several times a day. This was also con- 
sumed by all the other inhabitants of the aviary, including insect and 
seed-eating birds. 

This led to increased activity. The starlings constantly filled the 
box with materials and the hen stayed in it a lot, but when I frequently 
heard her scratching on the uncovered bottom of the box I realized 
that something or other was lacking. 

I tried her with some mash with forest earth. This was damped 
down and put in the nest with the earth on top and I made a hollow 
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in it. In the course of a few days the earth was carried out again. 
New methods had to be found—and then the hen herself found out 
what was wrong. Round the base of the aviary there is a shelf with 
green plants and flowers for decoration and one day I saw the female 
actually picking a few leaves from a “ Philodendron”’ which was 
sticking in between the bars of the aviary. My wife loves the birds as 
much as I do and is a great help in looking after them—but what would 
she say to her equally beloved plants being stripped ? I was glad that 
she was not home at this moment and I stuck more leaves between the 
wires. These were all torn up in small pieces and taken up to the nest. 
When my wife came home the plant did not look too good, but I got 
her permission to put it in with the birds and after that one plant 
after the other was put in the aviary. Several days went by and I 
noticed that mating took place, but no eggs appeared. Hope was 
diminishing when on 16th April, 1958, I noticed that the hen was 
longer than usual in the box and when I investigated there were two 
very light blue-green eggs with large reddish-brown spots, mostly on 
one end. They were oval in shape and nearly identical in size ;_ the 
length being 2-6 cm. and width 1-8 cm. The same day the hen 
was broody again, but no more eggs were laid. When I approached 
to look at the nest she flew off, but was just as quick to return 
immediately I went out of the aviary. 

On 27th April egg-shells lay on the bottom of the aviary, still quite 
fresh with slimy blood. The eggs, therefore, take eleven days to hatch. 
Only one of them hatched, the other egg contained half an under- 
developed dried-up embryo. The temperature of the room averaged 
20-22° C. (central heating). 

The young bird from the hatched egg was light red without down. 
There was a good deal of dark, quite short hair on its back. It was in 
good condition and was frequently fed by both the birds, especially 
with mealworms which they either knocked or hit against the bars 
before giving them to the young one. After the bird was fed I noticed 
the hen took the excrement out of the nest in her beak and threw it to 
the other side of the aviary. 

As well as the mealworms—of which a great many were eaten—the 
birds had universal mixture and fresh fruit every day apart from 
which—and in no small quantities—they ate a great deal of smoked 
herring which, personally, I think is an unnatural food. When on 
ist May I moved out, together with my birds, to my allotment—except 
for the starlings—I had to go home every day for my meal. Because of 
my work I could not get there till late in the morning and every time 
I found the bowl there empty of mealworms. As I knew it had con- 
tained a lot of mealworms—more than the birds could consume—this 
seemed rather remarkable. After further investigation it appeared 
that the mealworms, whose lives had been spared during the day, 
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reappeared when darkness came. With a death leap of 1-5 metres 
from the bowl, which hung on the wall of the aviary, to the bottom 
of the aviary they sought refuge under the bathing bowl. I know them 
so very well—they are mild creatures and what is the fun of being 
devoured ! 

Meanwhile my own mealworms were giving out and when I wanted 
to buy some more I found there was a scarcity of them. I was advised 
to try smoked herring ; this was put to dry at one end of the aviary 
and thus I was certain that there was enough food for the birds until 
I got home ! 

On the tenth day the young bird’s eyes began to open and the first 
feather was visible. Some days went by and the chick grew and 
developed. Excitement grew—when would it leave the nest? I got 
curious and impatient. One day when I went home to eat the weather 
was fine and I opened the window to let in the sun and fresh air for 
the birds. After my meal I went into the aviary to look at the birds, 
but failed to shut the door properly after me. As I took down the 
nesting-box and stood with it in my hand I discovered the hen bird 
had flown out into the room. I immediately thought it would fly in 
again but I was not allowed to be comforted by this thought for 
long as suddenly she flew off and sat by the open window. Yes, there 
she sat and enjoyed the view of the green trees in the garden. Heavens 
above ! With trembling knees I left the aviary and prayed silently 
to her to resist the attraction of green surroundings and to return 
instead to her husband and child in the aviary. She must have heard 
my prayer ; at any rate she returned to the aviary and I was able to 
shut the door and get my knees back to normal. 

This episode took away my desire to look at the nest more closely. 
I constantly waited excitedly for the moment when the young bird 
would leave the nest. When I had last seen it, it was seventeen days old 
and more or less fully feathered and dull black with brownish eyes. 
When four weeks had passed, and it still had not appeared, my 
patience came to an end and I took the nest down and wanted to 
take the bird out. My idea was to put the birds out in the aviary in 
the garden where conditions were good and I thought they might 
possibly start a new brood again. In the meantime, however, a new 
egg lay by the side of the young bird and, as I could reckon on the 
possibility of the hen laying one more, I let the nest and young bird 
remain, with the object of removing the egg when she had finished 
laying and then hope for a new brood when the birds came out into 
the garden. Next day there were two eggs, one of which had been 
trodden on and, as I discovered later, the other one had been 
punctured. I, therefore, saw no reason to wait any longer and took 
hold of the young bird to help it out, but that did not work, as 
apparently the right leg had got tied up in a piece of bass and was 
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so tightly anchored that it took me five minutes to get it free. The 
parents either thanked me or scolded me for doing this with squeaks 
and squawks. I quickly left the aviary feeling as guilty as though 
I myself had bound up the young bird. It could manage to fly though 
not very well, and it checked its flight a bit at the sharp turnings. 
After two days had passed it was making good progress. 

As already stated, the young ones are dull coal-black in colour, but 
when they were about two and a half months old a few white feathers 
appeared on the breast and abdomen among the otherwise pre- 
dominantly dull black feathers. 

The parents, together with the first young bird, were put out in the 
open-air aviary on 5th June. Here the old birds chose an ordinary 
large balloon nest hanging up under the covered part of the aviary. 
The bottom of the nest was filled with strips of leaves, and on this base 
the hen laid three eggs. On 28th June there were two young ones in 
the nest, but the third young, which also hatched, died. The two young 
ones thrived, it being a condition that the parents should help them- 
selves liberally to animal feeding stuff, mealworms, ants’ eggs, etc. 
In addition they were given fruit such as apples, pears, and oranges. 
After thirteen days one of these young ones disappeared ; probably it 
fell out of the nest. The other bird left the nest when it was twenty-six 
days old. It was larger and flew with more confidence than the young 
one of the first brood and this was probably due to the fact that the 
whole time they were given ants’ eggs, and latterly queen ants were 
on the menu. 

A very extraordinary thing, however, is that the birds were 
completely differently coloured to those from the first hatching. 
The ones of the second brood must be described as being of variegated 
grey-black above, whereas underneath, from the base of the bill to the 
tip of the tail they were striped or patterned like marble in grey-black 
and white. The eyes were brown and the legs coke-grey and the 
beak appeared to be lighter than those of the first brood. 

It is possible that the reason for the young ones variegated colouring 
is that they were in the open-air aviary, as mentioned above, and had 
access to more natural food. 

In conclusion it must be mentioned that at three months old the 
young bird from the first brood had the beginning of a red glint in 
its eyes. 
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MY COCKATOOS IN 1959 
S. B. Kenpauu (Chertsey, Surrey, England) 


As some readers may be aware I have for several years been 
interested in breeding the larger parrot-like birds, in particular 
cockatoos, and I started 1959 with adult pairs of Citron-crested and 
Timor Cockatoos, Galahs, and Orange-winged Amazon Parrots. The 
Citron-crests are the original pair with which I won the Society’s 
Medal in 1955 ; the Timors consist of the original medal-winning hen 
with a fresh cock; both the Galahs and Orange-winged Amazons 
I have had for several years. 

Of my remaining birds, my male Greater Sulphur-crest remains a 
bachelor. I had a true pair for three or four years and the hen laid 
a single egg in two successive years, but nothing was reared. The cock 
is reputed to be about 60 years old, so that may be one reason for their 
lack of success, and when the hen was killed by flying into the sharp 
edge of a galvanized sheet I decided not to replace her. In my 
opinion, they are just a little too big for the accommodation that most 
of us can supply. I feel a little sorry for the solitary male, who apart 
from being a most amusing mimic and accomplished talker, has an 
undying hatred of me, principally, I believe, because I clean out his 
quarters and otherwise disturb him. He is exceedingly territorially 
conscious, an inveterate nest-scraper, and greatly resents interference. 

For several years I have had two male Leadbeater’s Cockatoos 
which I value greatly as they were imported and are exceedingly 
fine specimens of the bright-coloured race. After several attempts to 
get them mates, which exercise in general reduced my faith in my 
fellow man (it is surprising how often people of vast experience can 
still sell a cock as a hen), I have recently been successful in getting 
two hens and I hope for at least an attempt at breeding in 1960. 

A single male Maximilian’s Parrot remains unmated. Very little 
seems to have been recorded al:out this species, which in my experience 
is much less difficult to keep in good condition and is much more 
hardy than some people have suggested. Mine has wintered outside, 
with no apparent ill effects, under conditions where the drinking-water 
froze and in general seems no more difficult to keep than an Amazon. 
My specimen has a great deal of birdy character ; he is tame but 
exceedingly cautious, with no small ability to avoid situations which 
he feels may bring him into undesirably close proximity to me. 

As regards the breeding pairs, both the Citron-crests and the 
Timors successfully reared two young, both, incidentally, being quite 
obviously true pairs. The Galahs, which were in young plumage 
when I bought them about five years ago, have shown no evidence at 
all of wanting to nest. I am hoping to build a new aviary this winter 
and to give them a complete change. 
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The excitement of the year was the Orange-winged Amazons which, 
after several years inactivity, went to nest and laid (one egg ?). The egg 
I saw seemed to me to be very small for the size of the bird and I was 
not altogether surprised when it disappeared. At all events I now 
know I have an egg-laying hen and I have for some time become 
increasingly convinced that I have a cock. As far as I can see the 
species has been doubtfully bred on one occasion only. 

It may be worth while for me now to give my general experiences 
of the breeding of cockatoos with particular reference to my Citron- 
crests. My pair have now gone to nest in each of the last five years and 
have fully reared on four occasions. On the exceptional occasion, which 
was reported in an earlier issue of the MaGazing, a young bird died 
just before emerging. During that particular season the pair had 
suffered a series of vicissitudes (including some gross interference 
from their owner) which would have made a successful rearing more 
than remarkable. 

Otherwise the pair goes to nest without any trouble at all. As a rule, 
the nest-barrel is put in during late April or the first week of May 
and they are both inside it within an hour (the time that it takes them 
to bite away the soft-wood plug I leave in the entrance hole). Egg- 
laying takes place within two or three weeks, young are likely to be 
heard in mid-June and they emerge about ten weeks later (nearly 
always when I am away on holiday). The clutch seems always to be 
two and, with the exception mentioned above, I have yet to lose a 
baby or have an infertile egg. Sexes among the young seem to be 
equally distributed : I have had all combinations ; a true pair (as this 
year), two cocks (qualified approval on my part), and two hens (great 
rejoicing). A true pair is readily sexable at once. I think I could sex 
any young bird when out of the nest. The eye of the hen starts to 
become brown rather gradually. I have regrettably not kept very 
careful notes, but it can be said that a year old hen will not have a 
really black eye. 

Experience with the Timors has been similar, except that as I lost 
the original cock (again by accident, cockatoos once acclimatized 
rarely seem to die any other way), the continuity of breeding has not 
been so good. However, I am practically certain that my present 
breeding cock was a baby when I got him three years ago so I can hope 
for his long life. 

As aviary birds these “‘ white ’’ cockatoos have very many advan- 
tages. They are truly as hard as nails and exceedingly long-lived, so 
that even if their rate of reproduction is low, the final result of a few 
years’ patience will be more rewarding than with some more fecund 
species that live briefly and die easily. I have not so far been able to 
glean any information on the Citron-crest in the wild and should 
welcome any information at all. The late W. J. C. Frost, although 





$. B. KENDALL—MY COCKATOOS IN 1959 15, 
he knew the Lesser Sulphur-crest and the Timor, did not remember 
having seen the Citron. If it is really confined to Sumba Island, its 
future under natural conditions would seem very uncertain and it 
seems a very suitable subject for maintenance in captivity. They are 
exceedingly lovely birds, looking infinitely better when under aviary 
conditions and when in true adult pairs, which are very demonstrative 
one to the other, but I have had a caged one that was quietly beautiful 
and exceedingly tame and easy to handle. Cockatoos of this size need 
a reasonable amount of aviary accommodation, of course, but my 
Timors breed and rear apparently excellent young in a flight 12 feet 
long. The Citrons have a bigger place simply because that is where 
they first bred and it seems inadvisable to move them, but I have no 
doubt that they would breed in smaller quarters. The aviary must 
naturally be beak-proof, but there is in practice now-a-days not so 
much difference in cost between timber and angle-iron and there is a 
wide range of excellent welded meshes available. From a cost point 
of view, it is of course unfortunate that 2 in. mesh that will keep large 
psittacines in won’t keep sparrows out. 

As regards disadvantages of the group, I have had a hen cockatoo 
egg-bound on one occasion, but I imagine they are considerably more 
free from this complaint than are most species. I have had one young 
cockatoo “ go wrong” with a loss of power in the wings and at one 
stage the legs also. I have no explanation to offer. I rather doubt if 
nutrition was involved, although I have subsequently added vitamins 
to their soft food, which should, incidentally, be continued at least 
over their first year. It certainly looked like a virus infection of the 
** polio ’’ type. I still have this bird. In most respects it looks perfect 
and in a cage would defy inspection, but it can’t fly and I doubt if it 
ever will. There seems no reason why it should not breed. After 
practical experience of birds that have only partially recovered flight 
after injury, I am by no means convinced that effective flying is a 
prerequisite for completely successful breeding. At all events my 
bird is in very lovely condition and will do as a spare. 

I think it would be fair to say, in conclusion, that the only major 
difficulty I have experienced in the breeding of my cockatoos is in the 
late (post-nest) stages of rearing. As is well known, the young appear 
to be dependent for a terribly long time and after about ten weeks in 
the nest will continue being fed for another two months or so. With 
some species, I believe the dependent period is much longer. In my 
experience, young hens are particularly tricky. In a previous issue of 
our MaGazine, I reported how a young hen Citron-crest of the 1955 
year’s breeding was mauled through the wires separating her aviary 
from that of the parents. This year (1959) I nearly lost the young hen 
when the family was still together. I have usually tried to (a) remove 
the nesting barrel as soon as the young fledge and as a further insurance 
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against trouble (5) have moved the whole family to an adjacent aviary, 
later putting the parents back into the original aviary by which time 
the young know their way around. This year (1959) I carried out 
operation (a) but not (4) and soon had a very unhappy baby hen. 
I left matters for a day or so (unwisely no doubt) and found the baby 
hen (still dependent for food) with a bitten foot. I was forced into 
action for which there seemed only one course; the family was 
divided, father and daughter and mother and son, and to my 
enormous relief all has gone exceedingly well. The young, now self- 
supporting and on their own are the best so far bred, the cock in 
particular showing evidence of being bigger than his father. The 
parents were later united without any trouble and with much display 
and mating demonstration. 

I very much hope that these notes will inspire others to write about 
cockatoos. While I realize that the numbers kept are fairly limited, 
there must be many who have kept and bred Galahs and Lead- 
beater’s. Notes on the dates when birds are allowed to go to nest, 
approximate incubation periods, and the times when young become 
self-supporting, together with notes on sexing are the raw materials 
of successful aviculture. Experiences clearly differ and I realize it is 
unwise to dogmatize or to draw general conclusions on the behaviour 
of a group from experience with one or two species. Fairly recently 
(Foreign Birds, 24 (5), 232), Miss H. Diekmann of the Moscicki collection 
wrote an account of the cockatoos which include two of the species 
which I have bred. In this account, if I read it aright (“‘ Like so many 
of their relations a young Cockatoo still has a light iris when in adult 
plumage. Therefore, it could quite easily happen that, after a year of 
careful acclimatization, the ‘ pair’ should turn out to be two strapping 
cocks.”’), the author’s experience is that both sexes of cockatoo have a 
light iris when young adults and that, in particular, this may be a 
characteristic of the male. This is quite contrary to my experience 
with Citron-crests and Timors (presumably, therefore, Lesser Sulphur- 
crests in general). As I reported in the MaGazinz, 62 (1), 6, two young 
Timors in the nest appeared to have dark eyes. In fact, in a good light, 
these are seen to be grey. With hens, during the first and second years, 
there is a progressive increase in brown (not black) pigmentation until 
by about the third year the bird has an eye which is brown in colour. 
The really red-brown eye that is seen in adult “‘ white ” cockatoo hens 
must develop as they get even older. With the Citron-crests, as reported 
in AVICULTURAL MaGazing, 61 (5), 226, the eyes of nestlings appear 
dark and are in fact a dark grey, which is possibly not however as 
intense as in the adult male. Yearling hens show the “ grey clouding 
with brown ” eye seen in the Timors. Young males retain the dark 
eye, which presumably intensifies its pigmentation as the bird gets 
older and becomes sexually mature. 
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In other words, young cockatoos of these species tend to have dark 
eyes which get lighter (browner) in hens and darker (jet-black) in 
cocks. If one has a bird with a Gark eye, it may prove to be either a 
cock or a hen : if a bird with a light eye it will be a hen. 

Other points of my experience differ from those of Miss Diekmann, 
e.g. height of the nesting site (my Citron-crests nest about 4 feet above 
the ground), failure of pairs to roost under cover at night, the necessity 
for a pair of birds to be in new quarters for at least three years before 
they will attempt to nest and so on. Birds are adaptable things and 
given the first necessity—a healthy sexed pair—lI believe that cockatoos 
will successfully breed under a wide range of conditions and of different 
managements. 

Could we have other people’s experiences please ? 


* * * 


BIRD NOTES FROM CLERES AND 
LOS ANGELES, 1959 
By J. DeLacour (Los Angeles, California, U.S.A.) 


The collection at Cléres continues to progress. It has been increased 
considerably during the last year by purchases and by birds reared 


on the spot or in my Los Angeles aviaries. Among the newcomers 
are a pair of Congo Peacocks, on loan from the Antwerp Zoo, 
Hartlaub’s Ducks, Ross and Schutti’s Touracous from the Congo and 
Collie’s Magpie-Jays from Mexico. Rheas, including white ones, were 
raised from grey parents, as well as many Green (twenty), Black- 
shouldered, White, and Common Peafowls, and various pheasants, 
particularly fourteen Eliioti’s and eight Mikados, a species which is 
becoming rare in captivity ; also ten of the yeilow variety of the 
Golden Pheasant, a new mutation established by Prof. A. Ghigi. 
Blue Eared Pheasants were very prolific (nineteen). 

Among the waterfowl, the most interesting births were those of 
six Hawaiian and eight Philippine Mallards, Sharp-winged, Cinnamon, 
Silver, and Brazilian Teal, and five Paradise Shelducks. A number of 
lovebirds and doves were also reared. 

This is probably the last report from my Los Angeles aviaries. I am 
retiring as Director of the Department of History, Science and Art 
of the Los Angeles County at the end of next summer, reaching then 
the age limit. My intention for the future is to spend six months a year 
at Cléres and in Europe, and the colder months (November to April), 
between Los Angeles and New York. It will, therefore, be impossible 
for me to keep my house, garden, and aviaries for such a short period 
and I have reluctantly decided to sell them. Most of my birds will be 
sent to Cléres next spring, if all goes as I expect. 

2 
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I have been successful with some rare doves, rearing eight Grey- 
headed (Geotrygon caniceps) from one pair, seven Martinique (G. martini- 
cana), and eight Ruddy (G. montana) Quail Doves. By interbreeding 
common and silver Diamond Doves, and mating their dark offspring 
to silvers later on, I have raised over twenty Silvers. My experience 
had been that pairs of Silvers bred poorly. A number of Cape, 
Peruvian, Pygmy, and Blue Ground Doves were also reared, as well as 
several Jamaican Violet-necked (Leptotila jamaicensis) and Galapagos 
Doves. 

The following finches bred in the aviaries: Diamond, Parson, 
Heck’s, Longtailed, Masked, Gouldian, Plum-headed, Pectoral, and 
Cuban Finches. Two pairs of Australian Blood Finches (phaeton) have 
reared sixteen young. They are pretty, but extremely aggressive little 
birds as well, and each pair must be isolated in a small aviary. With 
the exception of Quails and large Ground Doves, it is impossible to 
associate any other birds with them. Diamond and Galapagos Doves 
were persecuted and had to be removed. The chicks were reared 
mostly on hard-boiled egg and grated meat, with green food and some 
small insects that can be caught by the parents. I never fed them 
mealworms. 

I procured last spring a pair of curious small doves from the 
highlands of Peru and northern Chile, Metriopelia ceciliae. They are 
short-legged, pale brown mottled with whitish on the mantle, and their 
eyes have large orange eyelids. I had kept these little doves at Cléres 
in 1939. They lived in a very large planted aviary and a young one 
was reared. But the nest had not been found. I believe I now possess 
the key of this mysterious birth. My present birds have laid eggs in 
parrakeets’ boxes ! No doubt the species is a hole-nester despite the 
fact that trees are scarce in their bleak, native country. I never could 
find any reference to their nesting habits in bird literature. It is 
probable that they lay in cavities of rocks and cliffs. 

My large collection of Colombian and Central American Tanagers 
and Sugar Birds is doing perfectly well in out-door aviaries, which 
they share with Sunbirds (Taccazze and Johnston’s), Cuban Trogans, 
Jucunda Cotingas, Amethyst and Emerald Starlings, Fairy Bluebirds, 
and other pretty species. 
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RAISING A YOUNG KING PENGUIN 
IN CAPTIVITY 


By Karu PLatu 
(Curator of Birds, Chicago Zoological Park, Brookfield, Ill., U.S.A.) 


For over twelve years we have had a female King Penguin which 
has laid an egg for the past four years. In the group of penguins in 
our glass, air-cooled penguin cage are four other Kings which we 
have had for over ten years, two huge Emperor Penguins for a little 
over three years, and a Humboldt’s or Peruvian Penguin over twelve 
years. A few months ago we lost a Humboldt’s Penguin which had lived 
over seventeen years. Briefly, the penguin cage is of glass 30 feet 
across, 10 feet deep from front to rear, and 12 feet high. The tank 
at the front of the cage is 24 feet long, 44 feet across, and 4 feet deep. 
The cage is finished off with rock work and is cleaned every day. This 
is to give an idea of the artificial conditions these birds have done so 
well in. 

Evidently at least one of the other Kings is a male, for, while we 
did not actually see mating take place, the aforementioned female, 
whom we could readily identify by her very long toe nails, after sitting 
on an egg for fifty-three days, hatched it. We happily saw this take 
place because a few fragments of egg shell at the feet of the incubating 
bird brought the further event to our attention. We heard a faint 
cheeping sound and then saw the female help the chick to emerge and 
arrange it on her feet, which is the proper place for both the egg and 
the young bird until it is too large to fit comfortably. Even then it 
seemed to be satisfied, at two weeks and over, to keep only its head 
under the upright-sitting old bird. At nine days it showed itself entirely 
for the first time, but the parent quickly pushed it under her so the 
public very rarely got a glimpse of it until it was five weeks old, when 
it would stay huddled beside her. By this time the little one was too 
large to take refuge in its feather-lined nesting home. 

When first hatched the chick resembles a shapeless article of blackish 
leather with a well-shaped little head and it was not covered with the 
soft, pretty brown down until it was about ten days old. At the end 
of the first day it was seen to take’some regurgitated liquid from the 
parent who had stretched her neck down so her beak could touch 
that of the hungry little one. We are familiar with the regurgitation 
process of pigeons and parrots but it seemed more of an effort for the 
King Penguin to do this. 

When the chick first hatched, a section was fenced off so there 
would be no danger later on of it being pushed off the rocks into the 
pool, for the great, lumbering Emperor Penguins would let nothing 
stand in their way as they marched around. The mother penguin 
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would only tolerate one, whom we judged to be the male parent, to 
stand close to the fence ; any of the others, be they Emperors, Kings, 
or the little Humboldt’s would be jabbed if they lingered on their way. 
It would be natural for the female, who had sat upright for ninety-six 
days, to become weary ; this we first noticed when she lost her appetite 
after eating from three to seven baby mackerel a day and consequently 
had very little food for the hungry, husky baby. She was removed 
and the father put in the enclosure. He was willing to feed the 
youngster, but became very nervous between feedings and would pace 
back and forth nearly the whole day and finally refused the food offered 
him. We have noticed that if penguins are unduly disturbed they will 
not eat for a day or more. 

So the father was removed and the little one kept alone in an 
enclosure which had been made larger—about half the size of the 
cage—but with only 4 inches of water. We tried him on ground 
mackerel fed with a wooden spoon and he was so eager for it that we 
offered four or five fillets of baby mackerel which he took greedily. 
After that there seemed to be no problem. We changed to sardines 
increasing the amount as it was needed so that at time of writing 
(23rd October, 1959) he takes about 3 Ib. of sardines (half in the 
morning and the remainder in the afternoon) and weighs 14 lb. 2 oz., 
and is 26 inches high. 

At the present age the youngster weighs but half that of an adult, 
probably less, as we have had some adult King Penguins which weighed 
up to 35 lb. Its beak is much shorter and blackish in colour, and the 
soft, fluffy down might be described as coffee brown in colour. The 
eyes have the iris greyish brown and the feet are blackish. The voice 
is a loud pleading “cheep” but nothing like that of the adult 
as yet. 

A King Penguin hatched in the Vancouver Zoo in July of 1958 
did not grow its true plumage until March, 1959. Unfortunately it 
died from unknown causes shortly before it had attained 2 years of 
age. So it is likely that we will have to wait until March of 1960 
before we will see ours in first adult plumage. Let us hope so. From 
what I glean from Gillespie’s splendid book on King Penguins in 
captivity it is not likely that it will enter the water for some months to 
come. Apart from the birth and short life of one in the St. Louis Zoo 
in 1928 I believe this to be the third record for the United States. 
The second was also in Brookfield in 1958 from the same parents but 
lived only a few hours. We are sure it died from injuries received from 
its parent in her efforts to clamber over the rocks which surrounded 
her during the period of incubation. 
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THE BREEDING OF HANGING PARROTS 
IN THE NEW BIRD HOUSE AT CHESTER ZOO 


By Recinacp T. Boom (Chester, England) 


On the goth April, 1959, five adult Hanging Parrots arrived at the 
Zoo—a pair of Ceylon (Coryilis beryllinus), and two males and one 
female Blue-crowned (Coryllis galgulus). After a short introductory 
period they were exhibited in the new Bird House. 

This new Bird House has an all-glass roof, and the whole of one side 
of the building is composed of a row of sixteen aviaries. The inside 
section of each aviary is an 8 ft. cube, the walls are pebble-dashed, 
and the top is of wire netting. There are large glass windows at the 
front and back of each cage. The back window is formed by two 
sliding glass panels which, while acting as a door into the cage, also 
provide excellent vision right the way through to the outside flight. 
Above this glass service window is a small exit hole which allows the 
birds to pass into the outside aviary, which measures some 8 feet 
wide and 20 feet long. 

When the birds were seen to be mating, two nesting boxes were 
placed directly above the window on the public passageway side, so 
that although they were not entirely out of sight, the birds were not 
actually in direct vision of the visiting public. Directly above the 
boxes is a ramp which was used daily by the gardeners when they 
walked along to water a balcony of flower boxes. These flowering 
plants hung down in a decorative mass all along the front of the cages, 
sometimes obscuring the upper part of the windows. 

The inside section of the aviary was planted with Tradescantia 
and partially turfed ; an abundance of natural branches were placed 
as perches, and some of these branches were arranged near to the 
entrance of the nesting boxes. The nesting boxes measured 10 in. by 
6 in. by 8 in. and each contained a little peat. The entrance holes were 
at the front, about two-thirds of the way up the box, and were about 
2 in. in diameter. 

The adult birds were fed on a normal sunbird mixture and they had 
plenty of fruit and a certain amount of canary seed and millet daily. 
Once it was noticed they were likely to breed, vitamin B and C and 
also a little hemp were added to their diet. After the young birds 
were hatched a little Horlicks was used to enrich the sunbird mixture. 

The first signs of courtship were when both the Ceylon male and 
one of the Blue-crowned males commenced displaying to the Ceylon 
female ; the Blue-crowned cock was far more energetic in his display, 
fluffing up his red bib and the red feathers on his rump and tail. He 
ran up and down the perch with slightly dropped wings, bobbing 
his head and rapidly moving his beak until the regurgitated food was 
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worked into a mass of foam. He was able to protrude this out of his 
beak rather like a blob of bubble-gum and this was offered to the 
female who would suck it in, using the same quick movement of the 
beak. On any occasion when she did not accept the food he was able 
to suck it back into his own beak. During this courtship the female 
accepted food from both males but, as the attentions of the Blue- 
crowned male did not seem to create any undue interference, it was 
decided to leave all the birds together and await developments. 

The female Ceylon bird went to nest and laid four eggs. Although 
nesting material was provided she did not use it. Two young hatched 
out on the 22nd day and later it was found the remaining two eggs 
were clear. A week after the hatching, the cock Ceylon bird died, andl 
the female had to continue feeding the youngsters herself, but six days 
later, one of the fledglings was found thrown out of the nest, and the 
second one was found dead a day or so later. 

This was all rather discouraging, and despite the fact that the 
Blue-crowned male commenced courting the Ceylon female again, it 
seemed too much to hope we would succeed in hybridizing the two 
species. However, the female did go to nest again, and on 3rd Septem- 
ber laid one egg. After laying this first egg she spent most of the 
morning in the nest, but later came out and collected nesting material 
of grass and leaves, which she took back to the nest. By 6th September 
she had four eggs and was spending all day in the nest, coming out 
only once in the morning and once in the evening. Each time she was 
fed by the male with regurgitated food and each time she collected 
more nesting material. The latter consisted of leaves which she carried 
back to the nest, placed between her upper tail-coverts. 

On 22nd September, after an incubation period of nineteen days, 
the first youngster hatched, and by 25th September all four eggs had 
hatched and the young were being fed regularly with regurgitated 
food. On 27th September, it was found that two of the young had died, 
but the remaining two seemed all right. The female was still sitting 
most of the time, but whenever she came off to be fed she still collected 
nesting material. 

On 7th October, approximately fourteen days after hatching the 
young were beginning to open their eyes and the feathers were begin- 
ning to appear. At this point the male bird was also seen feeding the 
youngsters. 

On 13th October the female was leaving the nest for longer periods 
and the young were gaining in strength ; on the 27th they came out of 
the nest for the first time, though, at this stage they were not completely 
fledged. Two days after this the female stopped returning to the nest- 
box at night time. After this the young birds came out more and more 
frequently, although they continued to return to the box each night. 
They were actually in the box for five weeks. By 5th November—six 
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weeks after hatching—the young birds were hanging upside-down 
for the first time, and ten days after this they were feeding themselves. 
At eight weeks old both young birds were the complete replica of the 
mother. 

The temperature in the aviary during the whole of the nesting 
period averaged 65 degrees F. during the day and 59 degrees F. at 
night. 

After the success with this breeding we were further cheered when 
the remaining pair of Blue-crowned birds went to nest in the other box. 
This female collected nesting material five days before she commenced 
laying eggs, however, the only material she used was freshly picked 
leaves of the Tradescantia. She laid four eggs and sat well, but after 
twenty-six days the eggs were removed and found to be infertile. 

These observations have been written up in detail because we cannot 
find any other records of Hanging Parrots breeding in captivity. Much 
of the credit must go to Alan Coleman who, at seventeen is the youngest 
member of our bird staff. His keeness and conscientiousness have 
contributed greatly towards much of the data in this article, and of 
course to the successful breeding of Hanging Parrots. 


* * * 


BIRD NOTES FROM THE BROOKFIELD ZOO 


By Karu PLatH 
(Curator of Birds, Chicago Zoological Park, Ill., U.S.A.) 


A pair of Long-billed Woodhewers, or Woodcreepers, as they are 
now called (Nasica longirostris), have proven very interesting in our 
Freedom Cage. They came to us early in 1959 and are equally at 
home on the tree trunks which they probe consistently, or on the 
ground searching at the bases of the various plants. They are rather 
shy and try to keep out of sight, sometimes hiding in, or under, the 
bushy plants. While not brightly coloured they are attractive, being 
rusty red with black and white scale-like feathers on the sides of the 
neck. They have rather long pointed tail feathers and the beak is long 
and slender and light yellowish. These birds will often appear 
unexpectedly while one wonders where they are. 

A Golden-headed Trogon (Pharomachrus fulgidus) often perches on 
the rail and is quite willing to take a grape or berry from one’s fingers. 
The female Quetzal (P. mocinno) will do the same, but the former 
appears to be more responsive. She always was timid. 

Our Rollers, the Indian (Coracias benghalensis) and the Long-tailed 
(C. caudatus) make a spectacular show of their beautiful wings while 
flying about and almost incredibly catching the mealworms and other 
insects tossed to them. They also will come down to a plate of meal- 
worms held by the keeper. 
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An interesting sight is the performance of the Salvadori’s Bird of 
Paradise (Paradisaea salvadori). He will sidle up very close to the 
immature Cock of the Rock or a Mynah and gently dress its plumage 
with its bill; then suddenly up go the gorgeous plumes in a flam- 
boyant display accompanied with the raucous voice. The companion 
meekly sitting through it all. 

There is much more to be written at a later date about our other 
birds in the Parrot House and our penguins and flamingoes (which 
are really gorgeous), and the many others in the Aquatic House. 


* * * 


*FLYNOTS” AN EXCELLENT FOOD FOR 
DELICATE SOFTBILLS 


By J. R. vAN Oosten (Tacoma, Wash., U.S.A.) 


I have for a number of years been looking for a live food, other than 
maggots and mealworms, which can be given to the more delicate 
softbills which are kept in cages in the house or even in the bird room. 
Granted, in a bird room if a person has a regular fruit fly culture, 
the bird may get a few, but not as many as it might receive in an aviary. 
Aviculturists who keep such birds as Sunbirds, Hummingbirds, Sugar 
Birds, Manakins, Niltavas, Minivets, Flycatchers, Calliste Tanagers, 
etc., should find this food very beneficial. Although I have not tried 
it, I should imagine that members of the finch family might well go 
for these flies as an alternative live insect food. Also ‘‘ Flynots”’ are 
odourless and not much trouble to raise as we will see later. Also this 
insect is not fattening as are mealworms or maggots, and therefore 
the worry of over-feeding is eliminated altogether. 

I first came across “‘ Flynots”’ one day while purchasing some 
tropical fish. I purchased a culture and tried it out on some of the 
above-mentioned birds ; I have not kept them all but the ones I did 
try did exceptionally well on them. In my last article (1957, 46) 
I mentioned a way to cultivate fruit flies if one keeps softbills in a 
mixed collection in an aviary. The difference between the two fruit 
flies is that “‘ Flynots”’ are a flightless variety and therefore I feel 
a very desirable item for caged softbills. I have gathered the following 
information from an entomologist, several tropical fish establishments, 
and from my own experience with them. 

“Flynots ’ are a mutant of the fruit fly, Drosophila melanogaster, 
and are not related to the common housefly. D. melanogaster has long 
been a favourite tool of the geneticist in the study of heredity, and many 
thousands of variations have arisen spontaneously. Others have been 
induced by the use of X-rays or other agents. This particular strain, 
D. m. vestigial, is a natural mutant and was one of the first to be detected. 
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The name of the mutant, D. m. vestigial, refers to the condition of the 
wings which are tiny, shrivelled, and non-functional. Thus, we have 
a fly which cannot FLY. The reason for its difference from its flying 
relatives lies in one of the fundamental units of heredity (genes), 
and unless brought in contact with its normal relatives, it will never 
produce offspring with the ability to fly. 

These flies go through four distinct stages in their life cycle, egg, 
larva, pupa, and adult. At 77° the egg hatches in about one day giving 
rise to the larva, a little transparent worm which can be seen burrowing 
in the medium in the bottom of a bottle or, preferably, a coffee can or 
shallow baking pan. About four days after hatching, the larva leaves 
the food medium and goes into the immobile pupa stage, preferably 
on a dry surface such as a piece of paper hung down ; though many 
will pupate on the sides of the bottle, can, or pan. In roughly four 
or five days, the adult fly, now fully grown, will emerge from the 
pupa case, and in two or three days, the newly hatched females are 
ready to begin laying eggs. Each female may lay several hundred eggs 
during her life-span of a few weeks. At 68° this cycle requires about 
fifteen days and at 59° it takes over a month. The females may be 
distinguished from the males by size and markings. The body of the 
female is generally larger and is crossed with distinct black bands 
nearly to the tip ; the male’s abdomen, approximately the rear half, 
appears almost solid black. 

*“* Flynots ”’ require practically no care to raise, but they cannot 
and will not breed in filth. Their natural food is decaying fruit, which 
is too soft and messy and odorous for raising them in the house. The 
best medium in the bottom of the culture bottle, or can, is an artificial 
base for their essential food elements, yeast and sugar. This should 
provide an adequate supply of food for approximately three weeks or 
more by which time, depending on conditions, the mixture may 
become too dry, or too soft, or too mouldy. 

An inch or two of this mixture in a coffee can would be sufficient. 
As the mixture becomes older the number of flies produced each day 
will gradually decrease. At such time as the bottle stops producing 
a steady supply of flies, it should be discarded ; a fresh culture started 
every two weeks will keep one supplied with plenty of live food. The 
top of the culture should always be covered and, if in a bottle, a stopper 
will do fine. I prefer to cover mine with a very fine piece of muslin 
cloth. If left uncovered the flies will crawl out. The common house 
fly cannot breed in the bottle, but wild Drosophila may, thus con- 
taminating the culture with the flying species and making it useless 
as a desirable food for caged birds. There is no doubt that one can 
grow one’s own flies on something such as over ripe banana, but it 
would prove to be too soft plus odorous. Therefore it is recommended 
that you do not attempt to supplement the fly food as described above. 
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The flies should be kept at a moderate temperature ; they do not 
reproduce well at extremes in temperature, and prolonged exposure to 
temperatures above 86° may result in sterility or death. Ordinary 
room temperatures (60°—78°) should be quite satisfactory. Thus they 
may be kept handily, except in summer, when it is best that the culture 
be kept in a cool place. 

For best results a constant stock of breeders should be left in the 
bottle ; roughly fifty flies should be sufficient to ensure a steady 
supply of new flies. Be sure you have some females as the males far 
outnumber them. On the other hand the culture should not be allowed 
to become crowded with hundreds of adult flies, as many will die from 
the over-crowded conditions. The best practice is to remove the 
surplus of flies daily, though occasionally missing a few days will not 
hurt. The flies may be fed in any number of ways, but I have found 
that you should not put in more flies than the particular bird can take 
in ten minutes. These flies should, or can, be fed to the birds more 
than once a day. I have found around forty to sixty flies per bird 
per day is ample and that in some cases this may be too much. One 
should experiment with one’s own birds in this matter. 

Because of all the variables involved it is not possible to give a definite 
length of life for the culture, other than as stated above, nor than 
roughly estimate the number of flies that it will produce. It is the 
belief that usually the culture will produce roughly between fifty to 
one hundred flies each day for at least two weeks and may continue 
at this level, or slightly lower, for at least three to four weeks. I have 
produced more than this if the culture was correctly cared for. How- 
ever, the only time the production lowers is toward the end of the 
culture. Also for unknown reasons an occasional culture will not 
reproduce satisfactorily, but I have been unable to find any logical 
reason for this. Your first culture of course must be purchased from 
a tropical fish store, research laboratory, etc., in order to get the flies, 
and afterwards you should be able to keep the flies going by making 
your own cultures. 
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BREEDING OF THE BLOSSOM-HEADED 
PARRAKEET 


(Psittacula rosa) 
By J. E. Harcreaves (Batley, Yorks, England) 


In 1956 I purchased three young Blossom-headed Parrakeets. 
During the winter of that year they were housed in an indoor flight 
and in the early spring of 1957 they were turned out into an open 
flight 14 ft. long, 5 ft. 6 in. wide, and 6 ft. high with an open fronted 
shelter at one end, which already had as occupants four young 
Cockatiels, two African Ring-necked Parrakeets, and a pair of 
Silver Pheasants. All the birds mixed quite well and stayed together 
until the spring of 1959. By that time the Blossom-heads had moulted 
out into one cock and two hens. I removed all the birds except 
for a pair of Cockatiels, a pair of Silver Pheasants, and the cock 
Blossom-head, together with the hen of his own choice. Previous to 
this time the pair had chased off the other hen whenever she tried to 
perch near them. 

I then put up three nest-boxes, two in the open flight and one 
under the shelter. All the boxes were alike, measuring 18 inches high 
by 9 inches square. The birds selected a box in the open flight, the 
one furthest away from the shelter. They were fed on a mixture of 
canary, white and Indian millet, hemp, oats, and sunflower seeds 
with half an apple each day. When they were feeding the youngsters 
they ate at least a whole apple a day. Green food was also regularly 
supplied. 

On 26th April, 1959, I noticed the hen stayed in the next-box 
all day and I never saw her again until roth May, when she left the 
box and I looked into the nest and saw three fertile eggs. The next 
time I saw her out of the nest was 23rd May, and again I looked 
into the nest and was excited to find two completely bald but healthy, 
pink young Blossom-headed chicks. About one week later the hen 
commenced to come out of the nest every day when I took apples to 
the flight and, of course, I inspected the nest every day. On 7th June 
the chicks commenced to pen and on 3rd July the first youngster, 
completely feathered and quite as large as its parents, left the nest. 
The second one left the nest five days later. 

When the youngsters left the nest they were coloured green all over, 
but early in September they went through a body moult which resulted 
in a silvery grey head and green body. The green on the breast is 
lighter than that on the back. So far they have not gained the red 
shoulder patch. They were completely independent of their parents 
a fortnight after leaving the nest. 


~ 
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BIRDS OF MOROCCO 
By J. Newmark (London, England) 


A rare bird in Great Britain may well be amongst the more common 
birds in Morocco, and the first example that comes to mind is the 
Woodchat Shrike, Lanius senator. In the gardens and open spaces of 
the cities, and everywhere in the country this bird may be seen perched 
on a bush or telegraph wire, or darting after its prey. The chestnut 
crown and nape and the white shoulder patches and rump distinguish 
it at once, and it provides, perhaps, the first thrill for anyone interested 
in birds on setting foot in Morocco straight from the British Isles. 

Another bird that will certainly be seen in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Tangiers and other cities is the Crested Lark, Galerida cristata. 
Its upright crest gives it a rather perky appearance, though the bird 
is generally well camouflaged in its rather dusty and arid habitat. 

Wherever cattle graze there may be found the Cattle Egret, Ardeola 
ibis, sometimes known as the Buff-backed Heron. The buff colouring 
on the head and neck will be seen at close range, but the bird normally 
appears to be snow-white, with a yellowish bill. In flight the neck 
is drawn back as in other herons, and a flock of these egrets flying 
against a background of green pastures and blue sky is an exhilarating 
spectacle. 

My first view of a White Stork, Ciconia ciconia, was unexpected ; 
it was flying with slow and deliberate wing-beats over the main 
shopping-centre of Tangiers, and was easily identified by its long and 
rather drooping neck, fully extended. Later I saw others in the culti- 
vated grasslands, singly or in small groups, their long red bills probing 
for food. In Marrakesh, Fez, and some of the small towns and villages, 
they could be seen on their nests on the rooftops, and the clap-clap- 
clapping of their bills sounded like some machine. 

One of the most colourful birds of Morocco, occasionally seen over 
here, is the Bee-eater, Merops apiaster. Its golden upper parts, soft 
blue under parts, and yellow throat are striking, and I saw many 
flocks of these birds, sometimes perched in trees or on telegraph wires, 
but generally flying, darting and sweeping and twisting and gliding 
after insects on the wing, and constantly uttering a liquid and rather 
grating croak. Their plumage showed up best when the birds flew 
low over the ground, and a line of trees or hills formed a contrasting 
background. On one occasion I stood on a hill overlooking the Straits 
of Gibraltar, and watched several flocks of Bee-eaters fly over the 
coast and across the Straits to Spain on their spring migration. 
Perhaps one or two of those same birds might reach Sussex or Kent ! 

Hoopoes, Upupa epops, generally in ones and twos, were seen from 
time to time, usually near human habitation. The hammerhead 
appearance of their heads caused by the long bill and the long crest 
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pointing in opposite directions, and the zebra-like patterning on the 
wings and tail made indentification simple. As if further proof were 
necessary, they invariably flew with that characteristic undulating 
movement. 

What I first thought to be a Kestrel, but later proved to be the 
Lesser Kestrel, Falco naumanni, was another quite common bird, 
especially at Fez. Gregarious, and gliding gracefully over the out- 
skirts of the city, they certainly resembled our own Kestrel, but the 
very fact that they were gregarious and glided much of the time were 
clues to their real identification. Only once did I see one hovering. 

Also at Fez were a number of Alpine Swifts, Apus melba. Larger 
than our own Swift, they flew in company with Swallows and House 
Martins, and often disappeared into holes in the walls of the city. 

Other birds that I saw, and which are occasionally seen in this 
country, include Black-eared Wheatears, Spotless Starlings, Spanish 
Wagtails, and Purple Herons. But perhaps the highlight of my visit to 
Morocco was a glorious close-range view of some Black-winged Stilts, 
Himantopus himantopus. They were wading in a shallow lagoon on the 
outskirts of Tangiers, and their black and white plumage reminded 
me at once of Avocets. Their very long and beautiful coral-pink legs 
looked almost artificial as they moved about with a deliberate gait 
over the lagoon. I watched them, entranced, for nearly half an hour 
one evening, and as they flew off, wheeling towards a golden sunset, 
with their long legs trailing behind them, I thought what a wonderful 
thing it would be if they could be encouraged to visit our home shores 


more frequently, and in greater numbers, and perhaps even to breed 
here. 


* * * 


SOME IMPRESSIONS OF THE NATIONAL CAGE 
BIRD SHOW, OLYMPIA, 1959 


It was good to know that there was an increased entry of 1,356 
birds this year compared with 1958, a total of over 8,000 birds being 
on show. The increase was evenly spread over all sections, canaries, 
budgerigars, British and foreign birds, and is undoubtedly due, at 
any rate in part, to the wise decision to hold the exhibition in December 
instead of January when we usually experience the worst of the winter 
weather. This year we were honoured by the attendance of H.R.H. 
The Duchess of Gloucester, who spent over half an hour looking round 
the exhibits and finally presented the Supreme Trophy for the best 
bird in show to Mr. Raymond Sawyer for his Streamer-tailed 
Humming Bird. 

Entries in the classes for British birds were much better this year 
than last and I noticed some outstanding specimens in the classes for 
British seedeaters, particularly among the Goldfinches and Bullfinches. 





30 IMPRESSIONS OF NATIONAL CAGE BIRD SHOW, OLYMPIA, 1959 


The British softbill classes had some fascinating entries. I always 
find this section every bit as interesting as the Foreign Bird section. 
It is often the only chance one has of seeing the rarer insectivorous 
British species alive and close to. The way these birds are shown is 
really a work of art, with their backgrounds of moss, ferns, and so on. 
Many of these delicate softbills require infinite care and attention 
and to see them exhibited, as they were, in absolutely faultless condition, 
reflects great credit on their owners. 

It is a great pity that the names of the species are not displayed 
on the cages. There is a wonderful opportunity here to show to the 
general public what the different species look like, but unless they are 
labelled, the chance is lost. Reference to the Show Catalogue is 
useless. Very often one can only find the exhibitor’s name, and in 
many cases the exhibits are switched at the last moment so that they 
do not coincide with the entries and a great deal of confusion may 
arise. I suppose the object of keeping everything nameless is to prevent 
an exhibit being marked as the property of a certain exhibitor, but 
in these classes where different species are competing against each 
other, most judges know to whom the birds belong anyhow. 

Bird shows are the shop windows of aviculture and depend to a 
great extent financially on public support. There is, in my opinion, 
a wonderful chance here to educate the layman and win his interest 
by at least telling him what he is looking at. How bored he must get, 
looking at what to him are rows and rows of canaries and budgerigars, 
all superficially alike, whereas a simple label at the head of each 
section, e.g. Yorkshire Canaries, Border Canaries, Albino Budgerigars, 
Opaline Budgerigars, with perhaps a brief description of the variety, 
would at least give him some idea. 

The classes for the larger softbills were not as well filled as one might 
have expected, the birds on show were, however, of good quality 
and I noticed particularly a number of very nice Waxwings. 

The foreign birds are, of course, the great attraction to most of 
us, and the general public in particular. It is they which make the 
“* gate’ at any bird show. This year we were not disappointed. The 
classes were well filled and as usual there were several species new to 
aviculture. It was also nice to see the return of old favourites which 
have been absent from the show bench for years. 

The classification for the small finches and waxbills was, I thought, 
a very fair one, the commoner kinds having a chance to compete against 
one another without necessarily being outclassed by rarities. It is 
never really fair for one species to be compared with another, but 
what I do in these cases, and I believe this procedure is followed by 
many judges, is to pick out the best of each species in a mixed class 
and then let these compete against each other for the final places. 
In this way each species has a fair chance against its own kind. 
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Bengalese and Zebra Finches now have classes on their own, which 
is a very good thing. I-wish this could be said of all the commoner 
birds, but I suppose entries would not be sufficient to justify such a 
wide classification. 

Birds which impressed me were a lovely pair of Violet-eared Waxbills 
which headed their class, a very nice pair of Blue-breasted Waxbills, 
several excellent pairs of Lavender Finches, and some very richly 
coloured Golden-breasted Waxbills. 

The classes for weavers and whydahs might have been better 
represented, but the quality of the birds which were »n show was 
excellent. There was a perfect Queen Whydah and a faultless Golden- 
naped Paradise Whydah, it was a “ toss-up ” which of these two birds 
came first. 

The classes for Australian grassfinches and parrot finches were 
well filled. There were some lovely Gouldians, the best of the lot 
being second, beaten by a Pin-tailed Nonpareil. In view of the 
popularity of the Gouldian Finch I wonder why classes for this species 
only cannot be put on. I was impressed by the number of Long-tailed 
and Heck’s Grassfinches on show. Diamond Sparrows, Ruficaudas, 
Bicheno’s, and Cherry Finches were all represented by excellent 
specimens. 

There was a good entry of cardinals, grosbeaks, and the larger 
seedeaters. All the better known species like Red-crested, Green, and 
Yellow-billed Cardinals were there in competition with Pygmy 
Cardinals, Blue Grosbeaks, and Chinese Hawfinches. 

In the class for rarer seedeaters there were only two entries ; a Greater 
Antillean Bullfinch, which I had never seen before, and a Cowbird. 

The section for insectivorous foreign birds was, of course, the most 
fascinating of the lot. It is here that one can rely on seeing something 
really new. 

Birds of Paradise ere disappointing because there was only one 
exhibit : a magnificent pair of Twelve-wired, with the cock showing 
all its twelve wires. In view of the situation in the Far East I suppose 
Birds of Paradise will eventually be almost unobtainable. When they 
are offered their price is so high as to put them beyond the reach of 
most aviculturists. 

There were five entries in the class for humming birds and it was 
from among their numbers that the Supreme Champion was selected : 
Mr. Sawyer’s Streamer-tailed. This bird also has the distinction 
of being the first of its kind ever to attempt to breed in captivity. The 
Frilled Coquette also shown by Mrs. Dineen was an exquisite little gem. 

The sunbird class had a wonderful entry and must have given 
the judge a headache. Mrs. Scamell’s Yellow-backed which came 
second was a bird which stands out in my memory. Unlike most 
sunbirds this exquisite little creature had kept its bright red colour 
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and Mrs. Scamell informed me that this was largely due to its being 
kept in an outdoor aviary where abundant insect life can be found, 
even in winter time. There were some exquisite Malachites and Golden- 
winged Sunbirds in this class. 

There were some lovely sugar birds and it was nice to see an old 
favourite, the Purple, back on show after many years’ absence. 

Tanagers are always a popular group with exhibitors and there 
were many fine birds on show. It seems unfair to pick out certain 
birds for special mention, but the ones which impressed me were a 
Blue-backed Euphonia, a Desmarest, an Isabel, and a Festive. The 
larger tanagers had to compete with bulbuls and shamas. There were 
several examples of the Formosan race of the Black Bulbul, a much 
blacker form than the better known one which is really dark grey. 

The class for flycatchers, niltavas, etc., was well filled and the 
exhibits were absolutely faultless. Mrs. Dineen showed a Paradise 
Flycatcher which is the first time I have seen one of these alive. 
Unfortunately it is not yet in full plumage. There was a lovely pair of 
Loo-choo Robins. 

The toucans and touracos were fairly well represented and I much 
admired a pair of the Knysna, or what I prefer to call them, White- 
crested. 

The class for quails, doves, and pigeons usually produces something 
unusual, This year was no exception and a bird which took my eye was 
a beautiful Black-crowned Fruit Pigeon. 

Classes 405 and 406 which were for species unclassified elsewhere 
also had some interesting rarities. A pair of Streaked Spider Hunters 
shown by A. J. Clare were unusual and there was a Toucan-Barbet 
shown by K. J. Lawrence. Raymond Sawyer’s Fairy Bluebird made 
me feel very covetous. 

Mrs. Draper’s pair of White-breasted Rails were shown in lovely 
condition. Quite frankly, all the entries in this class deserved first 
prizes. It is, I think, virtually impossible to give preference one over 
the other. I doubt if any two judges would agree. The Scarlet Cock of 
the Rock well deserved its win, but so would have the pair of Blue- 
faced Honey Eaters, the Orange Cock of the Rock, or the Colombian 
Green Jay. 

I always think the parrot-like birds, with the exception of lovebirds, 
are poorly represented at bird shows. The reason is partly, I suppose, 
that breeders of parrakeets keep them in outdoor aviaries and are loath 
to catch them up and send them into heated showrooms with the 
attendant risk of chills, etc. Neither are such birds, of course, trained 
to show themselves in cages, but what about the hundreds of pet 
parrots sold every year ? These would make a grand exhibit if their 
owners could be prevailed upon to send them. The classes for African 
Greys and Amazons ought to be filled to overflowing. 
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In contrast the classes for lovebirds were particularly well filled. 
It is obvious that these little parrots lend themselves to showing much 
more than the larger parrakeets. In the lovebird hybrid class I was 
very interested to see a pair of Peach-faced x Masked which quite 
obviously showed their parentage. It is, I believe, not very common 
for the Peach-faced to cross readily with other members of the 
Agapornis. 

The prize for the best parrot-like bird was won by Lord Gerard’s 
Splendid Grass Parrakeets. I think this exhibitor is particularly to be 
congratulated on showing such a lovely pair, bearing in mind the risk 
involved in sending these birds to a show. They seemed tame and 
steady, a very important factor with these highly nervous little 
parrakeets. 

There were some nice lories and lorikeets. First prize went to 
Mrs. Gent’s pair of Musk Lorikeets. The class for the larger parrots 
was headed by a beautiful pair of Roseate Cockatoos, but several 
of the other exhibits equally deserved first prize. 

The class for any other parrot-like bird not larger than a Grey 
Parrot had two very interesting entries, a Muller’s Parrakeet and a 
pair of Ruppell’s Parrots. There was also an example, in beautiful 
condition, of the rare Blue-faced (Red-tailed) Amazon Parrot shown 
by P. H. Maxwell, a species which I had never seen before. 

The class for hybrid foreign birds is always of interest and it is 
amusing to try and guess the parentage of the birds on show before 
referring to the catalogue. There was, however, nothing very unusual 
this year. The one which I found of most interest was the Bengalese 
x Zebra Finch which quite clearly showed its parentage. I very 
much doubt the ancestry of the Black-headed Nun x Bullfinch. It 
looked to me like a common Combassou. 

This account should not be closed without a reference to the Junior 
Bird section. This is open only to members of the Junior Bird League, 
so ably presided over by Mr. Hylton Blythe under the auspices of 
Cage Birds. ‘There were nearly 300 exhibits of a very high standard 
and great credit should be given to all competitors. After all it is 
from the ranks of the Juniors that to-morrow’s aviculturists are 
recruited. 

I had the honour to judge the foreign bird classes, both seedeaters 
and softbills, and I thought it was a pity that there was not a wider 
classification because there were some excellent exhibits which just 
did not get a look in ; for instance, there were thirty-four entries in 
the Foreign Seedeater class, and among these were many lovely birds 
to which I would have gladly given first prize. As it was, A. Warren’s 
Violet-eared Waxbill got first, closely followed by a lovely pair of 
Pileated Finches. 

The foreign softbills were an excellent lot and it was a toss-up 


3 
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as to which of the first three should come first. In the end I gave 
first prize to the beautiful pair of Black-headed Sibias shown by 
C. Vince, largely because they were a pair whereas the runners-up 
were single birds. These were a Yellow-winged Sugar Bird shown by 
R. Henderson, and a Natal Robin, the property of M. Allen, all 
shown in absolutely perfect condition. 

D. H. S. Rispon. 


THE PARROTS AT THE “NATIONAL”, DECEMBER 1959 


The unpredictable variation of the parrot-like species available in 
the country under present-day conditions makes it a very difficult task 
to provide suitable classification for exhibition purposes, and it was 
obvious from the start that this year’s entries posed several most 
interesting problems. Furthermore, who shall say what species is 
**common ” without clarification as to the locality under considera- 
tion. One season there are a number of one particular species which 
has not been seen for years on the market, next year there is none left 
or it has passed entirely out of favour. 

In stating, therefore, that the classification offered this year requires 
modification, it in no way suggests that the promoters have not given 
the matter careful consideration, but rather that they have a most 
complex and constantly changing problem to solve. Our thanks are 
therefore due to the National Show Committee for promoting this 
magnificent meeting, though many old stagers expressed a preference 
for the old hall. 

Owing to altering the date from January to December this was the 
second “ National ” within twelve months, otherwise one would be 
calling it the 1960 National. Ten parrot-like classes were provided 
and received almost one hundred entries which were in the capable 
and experienced hands of Mr. Allan Silver and Mr. P. Birch who 
had the unenviable task of straightening out some points. 

The present classification contains several ambiguities and repeti- 
tions that could justif’ entries of certain birds being made in more 
than one class, or equally excuse a judge for disqualifying an entry 
he considered to be in the wrong class. One of these unfortunate 
incidents in fact occurred. It did not matter much. when foreign 
bird judges were instructed to transfer rather than “‘ wrong-class ” 
an exhibit, but at a Show of.this size such a task is well nigh impossible, 
yet inexplicably, in some instances birds were so transferred, whilst 
in other cases they were allowed to remain, or were even disqualified. 

Returning to the classification. Class 411 starts off: “ All Conures 

.”’ The sub-family Conurinae of Salvadori’s Museum Catalogue, 
as well as the genus Conurus have been superseded for forty years or 
more. Scientifically, therefore, there is no such thing as a “‘ Conure”’, 
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yet, of course, the name commonly persists. However, assuming one 
still accepted the sub-family, this would mean that every American 
species with a long tail was a conure, therefore anything from a 
Hyacinth or Red and Yellow Macaw down to a parrotlet could quite 
correctly be entered in this class. Anomalies that have arisen through 
this are referred to later. 

Again, who shall decide what Amazon, Cockatoo, King Parrakeet, 
or Ring-neck is “‘common’”’. In their own countries most of these 
birds are common or even a pest, yet over here with a parrot ban 
they are exceedingly rare. Several errors of differences of opinion 
have occurred in this connection, which again, are the subject of 
comment. Let it be emphasized here and now, not in a critical 
spirit, but rather to stress how important is the need for revision. 

Not only does Class 411 include all conures, it goes on to embrace 
all Grass Parrakeets (Neophema), Barrabands, Rock Peplars, and 
Princess of Wales (Polyteline), Crimson-winged and Common (?) 
Kings, even the Pennant is segregated from its genus and lumped 
in with these. An impossible task to do justice to, if a truly representa- 
tive entry were ever received. Of course it is equally impossible for 
a class to be provided for every genus, and it must be realized that 
a compromise has to be determined, and every effort to provide this 
is made, but this year has provided some instances of the inequalities 
that can result. 

Now, considering the classes in turn, two were provided for love- 
birds. Class 407 for Peach-faced, Masked, and Fischer’s which were 
at one time the three commonest that breeders had been able to main- 
tain throughout the lean war years. Let us hope that this state of 
affairs never returns. Mr. Birch must have had quite a headache 
in separating all the twenty odd entries and was fortunate in having 
one of each species as 1st, 2nd, and grd. (1) Peach-face (Nelmes), 
(2) Masked (Coe), (3) Fischer’s (Lock). 

Class 408. All other lovebirds (including hybrids) and parrotlets. 

If a judge HAs to compare hybrids with pure-bred species, he has to, 
but how he can place hybrids above pure specimens baffles me. In 
this case the hybrids were birds of good size and smooth plumage, 
but they inherited this from their Peach-face parent, and Peach- 
faced were not put in another class without some reason. I thought 
that the Nyasas (Scamell) and Black-cheeks (Kinnin) were both 
unlucky ; there was also a very fine Madagascar cock as well as a pair. 
The Abyssinian and Red-faced were also good birds so that in all, this 
must have been a difficult class and I do feel that in any event the 
hybrids should have been classified with other hybrids. 

Class 409. Red, Mealy, and Golden-mantled Rosellas, Stanley, 
Redrump and Senegal Parrakeets. 

Now the only parrakeet from Senegal is Psittacula krameri, or African 
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Ring-neck, which is catered for in Class 410. The Senegal Parrot 
(Poicephalus senegalus) is a short-tailed parrot not a parrakeet, and 
in any case should compete with its congener Poicephalus meyeri in 
Class 414. No difficulty arose, however, as, in spite of the number in 
the country to-day, no entries were made. Again, why specify certain 
of the Platycercus or Rosellas and move others to another class or leave 
them to fall under the any other variety. Only six entries were made 
and of these one was absent. The Rosellas were in good condition 
(Watters), but on the small side, and they had only Red-rumps to 
compete against. The poor response to this class can only be due to the 
reluctance of breeders to interfere with their breeding stock which is 
so valuable to-day. 

With regard to the absent entry, may I digress to relate that Mr. E. A. 
Tickle, who was building up a collection of parrot-like birds has had 
the great misfortune to fall and break his leg, which has compelled 
him to dispose of his collection en bloc, and prevented his entries from 
being available for the exhibition. 

Class 411. Cockatiels, Common (?) African and Indian Ring-necks, 
Moustache, Plum-headed, Blossom-headed, and Quaker Parrakeets. 

There were no Quakers, but in any case, why put them here ? If any 
bird is a conure, they are. Why add the stigma of “ common” 
to Ring-necks then include several other Psittacula species, all of which 
are usually immaculate in plumage? Surely it would be better to 
classify all species of Psittacula and bring the Slatey-headed into the 
same class as their close relatives. It is, of course, most difficult to 
compare the sober-coloured little Cockatiel with such sleek birds with 
a magnificent bloom on their plumage which all this Psittacula genus 
achieve naturally, but it is much easier to put them up against similar 
and rarer species. However, Mr. Birch appears to have divided the 
honours well, 1st Plum-heads (Hornsby), 2nd Cockatiels (Cook), 
3rd Ring-necks, and 4th Cockatiels once more. 

Class 411. All conures and grass parrakeets (Bourke’s, Turquoisine, 
Splendid, Elegant, etc.), Barraband, Pennant’s, Rock Peplar, Princess 
of Wales, Crimson-wing, and Common (?) King Parrakeets. 

Reference to this heterogenous collection has already been made. 
The scope of conures already pointed out. The Pennant is a true 
Platycercus almost intergrading with the Rosella, yet it is placed here, 
even breaking into the three Polyteline in sequence. There were no 
Pennant’s, Kings, or Crimson-wings entered, regardless of whether 
they were common or otherwise. It would appear, therefore, that they 
only merit classifying as “any other variety”’ rather than ask the 
judge to compare birds the size of a budgerigar with those the size 
of a Raven. A Pileated Parrakeet was wrongly entered in this class, 
too. It is not a King, although they are often referred to as such in 
Western Australia, it is also regarded there by orchardists as vermin 
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to be shot, but not to be exported alive of course. This class suffered 
badly from the absence of four entries by Mr. Tickle which might 
have done very well if present. As it was, Lord Gerard took the 
premier award for best parrot-like with his pair of Splendids in this 
class. They were a nice pair, but not entirely faultless. Second place 
went to a pair of Orange-flanked Parrakeets (Brotogeris pyrrhopterus) 
(Irving), a very rare visitor from Peru and Ecuador, and whichever 
way you look at it, these should have been in the same class as their 
congeners the All-green Parrakeets (Brotogeris tirica). Both are either 
conures or “ any other variety”, but they are both so closely related 
that they should have been together. No one could have quarrelled 
with the judge if he had reversed this award. The third place went to 
a pair of Turquoisines (Gent) which were possibly a trifle fortunate 
to beat the Golden-crowned Conures (Anderdon). These were an 
obvious pair, in spite of the similarity of the sexes, and in a condition 
hard to fault. They are, of course, much more common in their own 
range than are Turquoisines in theirs, but no doubt the latter showed 
to better advantage when being judged. A very close and commendable 
class indeed. 

Class 412. Lories, Lorikeets, and Hanging Parrots. 

Classifying the Hanging Parrots (Loriculus) with the Loriinae is 
probably more correct than many scientists are prepared to admit, 
though some believe they should be included in the nectar-feeding, 
brush-tongued parrots. It is equally convenient to some extent for 
judging and makes a very interesting class. First were a pair of Musk 
Lorikeets (Gent), probably the only pair in the country, though others 
may have come in privately; 2nd a Philippine Hanging Parrot 
(Anderdon) ; 3rd a pair of Swainsons (Plumb). The class was com- 
pleted by another Swainson (5th), a Blue-crowned Hanging Yarrot 
cock, and a pair of Hanging Parrots, which if my memory is correct 
were Vernals. 

Class 413. African Grey Parrot, any common (?) Amazon Parrot 
or any common (?) Cockatoo. 

This was won by a very nice pair of Roseate Cockatoos in lovely 
condition (Anderdon). Second an equally attractive Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo (E. galerita) (Davey), and third a good Blue-fronted Amazon 
(Desmond) which, incidentally, was the less common western race 
with the yellow wing edge, A. aestiva xanthopterus from western Brazil 
and the Argentine. 

Another Amazon was entered in this class, and I had the pleasure of 
meeting its owner, Mrs. A. F. V. Scott, who had purchased this bird 
from a dealer as a common Amazon. Naturally, she entered it in the 
class specially provided for common Amazons. However, if there was 
one thing this bird was Not, it was a common Amazon and it was 
transferred to Class 415. This bird had a red frontal band, a generally 
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pale powdery sheen on its mantle and back, a very slight suggestion of 
greyish blue on the crown, no dark edges to the feathers but a few red 
touches to the inner webs of the tail feathers near their base and a touch 
of red on the primary-coverts. The red frontal band ruled it out of the 
farinosa group, or Mealy Amazons. It might have been either 
autumnalis salvini or autumnalis diadema, yet it was not nearly blue 
enough on the head and had no darker edge to the mantle and back 
feathers, moreover it was large for a salvini and small for diadema. 

Having only recently seen two living specimens of diadema in 
Miss Knobel’s possession which were distinctly more pale blue on the 
crown, and had faint greyish borders to the mantle feathers, I was 
doubtful about this being the same species. However, after reference 
to the specimens in the British Museum, where there are only two 
skins of this rare race, I came to the conclusion that this was indeed 
a diadema, or Diademed Amazon to use its English name. Possibly 
it is still a young bird and will develop these characteristics later, but 
it had one feature that is unique to this sub-species—the manner in 
which the feathers around the cere almost concealed the nostrils. 
No information regarding the precise locality of origin was available 
to confirm its identity more precisely. 

Coming back to the use of the term “ common” as applied to 
Amazons. Probably the Blue-fronted (aestiva) and the Orange- 
winged (amazonica) are the most commonly imported and usually 
confused by dealers owing to their individual variation and similarity 
of general colour pattern ; however, when their price varies between 
£15 and £35 they can scarcely be called “‘ common”’. In any event, 
they could readily compete on equal terms with other Amazons for 
size, colour, and condition. 

Similarly, with “‘ common ”’ cockatoos the same remarks are equally 
applicable, and again, the common ones should be easily comparable 
with rarer species. To illustrate the misunderstanding that can arise 
from the use of this term “‘ common ”’, there were no less than four 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoos at Olympia. Two came from Australia, 
having white areas of skin round the eye, and two came from New 
Guinea where this area round the eye is blue. One of the latter was 
not for competition, the other was entered as a Blue-eyed Cockatoo in 
Class 415 (any other parrot). It was not in fact a Blue-eyed Cockatoo 
at all, which species comes from New Britain (C. ophthalmica), it is 
not in the same sub-genus, having a broad flat crest, which, when 
depressed, lies flat along the crown and down the nape, and when 
erected opens fanwise transversely across the front of the head, exactly 
like that of C. alba and C. moluccanus, its eye region is also much bluer 
and more extensive (see AVICULTURAL MAGAZINE, 1959, Pp. 14). 

The Sulphur-crested Cockatoos range over Australia and New 
Guinea ; in the former country three races are accepted, varying 
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only in size, and the most northerly race has a faintly bluish orbital 
area. In New Guinea five races are listed by Peters, all having blue 
eye-rings but only differing in size. More recently, Dr. Ernst Mayr 
has surveyed this species critically, and concludes that the New Guinea 
races are all the same, namely Cacatua galerita triton. He confirms that 
they do vary individually in size, but not constantly in relation to 
their geographic distribution, therefore, the various races listed by 
Peters are not valid, and they must all be regarded as one, remembering 
that they do vary in size to a considerable individual degree. Obviously 
therefore, all the competing entries at the Show should have been in 
the same class, but they were not altered or disqualified. 

Class 414. Any other parrot-like bird not larger than a Grey. 

This class only had four entries, as again Mr. Tickle’s pair of 
Hooded were absent; these might well have won high honours if 
in good condition. Slatey-headed Parrakeets took first place (Hornsby), 
second went to a pair of Ruppell’s Parrots (Draper), third to a pair 
of All-green Parrakeets (Bolton), and fourth to a very rare entry, 
a Muller’s Parrot (Tanygnathus mulleri) (McIver). I thought this bird 
very unlucky, it was beaten by good pairs, but was a rare, if somewhat 
uninteresting, bird in this country. The pale edges to all the feathers 
on the back was most attractive and showed clearly what excellent 
plumage the bird was in. I have no doubt that the judge would have 
liked more than one first prize, or would have liked to move the Slatey- 
headed and All-green Parrakeets to other classes. 

Class 415. Macaws and any other parrot-like bird larger than 
a Grey only had four entries, one of which was absent. The so-called 
common Amazon was transferred to this class, making five. First 
prize went to a really rare Amazon (A. brasiliensis) (Maxwell), this 
was an excellent specimen of the Red-tailed or (sometimes) Blue- 
cheeked Amazon, but the latter name is more properly applied to one 
of the larger species. Second place was taken by the other Amazon 
already fully described. Third, the Cockatoo which was a Triton 
from New Guinea, not the Blue-eyed (ophthalmica) from New Britain 
and should therefore have been in Class 413. The last entry was a 
pair of Noble Macaws (Ara nobilis nobilis) (Bolton), the unluckiest 
entry of the whole show, because they were erroneously disqualified 
as conures. These birds are the smallest true Macaw, and undoubtedly 
resemble the Blue-crowned Conure, though the difference is distinct 
in the bare facial area and absence of any red in the tail feathers. Had 
the judge noticed them earlier, he would doubtless have transferred 
them to another class and judged them there. However, it was the 
last class to come before him and therefore too late to revise awards 
already made. I can only add that Mr. Silver and the exhibitor, 
both treated this regrettable though genuine error in a most sportsman- 
like manner and there were no recriminations, as might have developed 
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in less friendly rivalry. The mere fact that our most experienced judge 
can make a slip emphasizes the difficulties that do confront a foreign 
bird judge who can never hope to be expert and up to date in every 
branch of so wide a field. 

It would not make these notes complete if the hybrid class was 
ignored, because two parrot-like pairs of hybrids took first and second 
places, Mrs. Lewis’s Swainson x Red-collared Lorikeets and second 
a pair of Stanley x Mealy Rosellas (Male). 

The only abnormal coloured foreign birds were some yellow 
Red-rumps, as again Mr. Tickle’s blue Ring-necks were absent. 


E. N. T. Vane. 


ca * * 


LONDON ZOO NOTES 
By J. J. YEALLAND 


A specimen of the Red-winged Crested Cuckoo (Clamator coromandus) , 
a species new to the Collection, has been presented by Messrs. G. H. 
and J. R. Newmark. This cuckoo is widely distributed over south- 
eastern Asia, and observations on its habits have been recorded from 
various parts of its range. Delacour and Jabouille (Les Oiseaux de 
UIndochine Frangaise, ii, pp. 179-80) record that it frequents bushes 


and forest, its harsh cry calling attention to its presence. One often 
meets with it in small numbers in places where it finds an abundance 
of food—termites, caterpillars, crickets, and locusts : it also eats fruits 
and berries. They also state that the eggs are deposited in the nests of 
Garrulax, Alcippe, and the Orange-headed Ground Thrush (Geokichla 
cttrina). Robinson (The Birds of the Malay Peninsula, i, pp. 133-4) says : 
“* The eggs are said to be laid in the nests of Babbler Thrushes (Craterops 


bb] 


and Garrulax) . . .” ; Stuart Baker (Cuckoo Problems, p. 96) lists a 
large number of fosterers, mostly Babblers or Laughing Thrushes 
(Timaliidae), but others as well. Hume (Nests and Eggs of Indian Birds, 
ii, pp. 391-2) quotes Capt. Feilden as having “ frequently shot the 
young bird from the middle of a brood of young Quaker Thrushes ”’, 
which seems to indicate that the young bird does not eject the rightful 
occupants of the nest as Clamator jacobinus, the Pied Crested Cuckoo, is 
said by Whistler to do. 

A pair of Golden Eagles have been received, one presented by the 
Royal Zoological Society of Scotland and the other acquired by 
exchange. 

A pair of Gouldian Finches have been presented by Mr. A. V. 
Griffiths and various waterfowl received in exchange. 

Lady Ambherst’s Pheasants in the park at Woburn are generally 
considered to resemble the true wild birds, being slimmer and smaller 





BRITISH AVICULTURISTS’ CLUB 4! 


than many seen in other places; also showing no flecks of red on 
the belly and legs of the males. Such red markings are said to indicate 
the presence of Golden Pheasant blood and if this is so, it is curious 
that there are not further indications in other parts of the plumage ; 
also that the “impure” birds should not be smaller rather than 
larger. However this may be, it is of interest to receive as a gift from 
Mr. F. E. B. Johnson a pair of the Woburn “ strain ” bred by him. 


BRITISH AVICULTURISTS’ CLUB 


The sixty-ninth meeting of the Club was held at the Rembrandt 
Hotel, Thurloe Place, South Kensington, on Monday, 11th January, 
1960, following a dinner at 7 p.m. 

Chairman: Miss P. Barclay-Smith. 

Members of the Club: A. W. Bolton, Miss K. Bonner, W. D. 
Cummings, B. Dittrich, Miss R. M. Ezra, J. Forest, Dr. R. Gottlieb, 
A. V. Griffiths, H. J. Harman, Dr. E. Hindle, F.. E. B. Johnson, 
Miss E. M. Knobel, Miss M. H. Knobel-Harman, A. J. Lambert, 
P. H. Maxwell, S. Murray, K. A. Norris, A. A. Prestwich, D. M. 
Reid-Henry, R. C. J. Sawyer, D. Seth-Smith, H. A. Snazle, Newton R. 
Steel, Mrs. P. V. Upton, E. N. T. Vane, Mrs. H. M. Vane, J. J. 
Yealland. 

Members of the Club, twenty-eight ; guests, nine ; total, thirty- 
seven. 

Mr. A. C. Townsend, Librarian at the British Museum (Natural 
History) showed slides and kodachromes to illustrate “‘ Early Drawings 
and Paintings of Natural History”. A summary of the lecture by 
Mr. Townsend will be published in the next number of the Magazine. 

Mr. David Reid-Henry showed kodachromes of paintings recently 
completed in Ireland for the Earl of Harrington and Mr. Ronald 
Stevens. They included Peregrine Falcons at the eyrie, two Gyr 
Falcons fighting over a dead Raven, a group of Sheld-duck, and a large 
study of rocks, heather, bog plants, and Red Grouse. Some twenty 
years ago Reid-Henry came under the influence of G. E. Lodge. 
That very great artist would assuredly have been delighted could he 
have seen these results of the association. 


ARTHUR A. PRESTWICH, 
Hon. Secretary. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
Rae Anderson has been elected President, Avicultural Society of 
America, and Don Rowland Vice-President. 
* * * 
In 1956 a Roseate x Bare-eyed Cockatoo hybrid was bred at the 
Wroclaw Zoo, Poland (breeding account and photographs in 


AVICULTURAL MAGAZINE, 1957, 41-3). Another young hybrid was 
successfully reared last year, 1959. 


*x * * 


Dr. Alan Lendon now sends further particulars of the hybrid Lory 
bred at the Taronga Park Zoo, mentioned in the last number of the 
Magazine (p. 183). The cross is Solitary Lory male x White-rumped 
Lory female. Two young ones were bred in 1957 and one in 1958. 


* * * 


During the early autumn nine or ten pairs of Nicobar Pigeons 
arrived in this country. This magnificent species is notoriously aggres- 
sive, as two members have recently found to their cost. One member 
lost a pair through fighting when they were brought into winter 
quarters. In the other case the male would not allow the female 
inside the open-fronted shelter, and three sharp frosts and bitterly 
cold, gale-force winds did the rest. 


* + * 


Forty-eight species, varieties and hybrids were successfully bred 
in the Adelaide Zoological Gardens during the 1958-1959 season. 
Perhaps the most interesting young were the three Rheas—grand- 
children of a pair which first bred in February, 1952. The original 
pair are now dead but in their time they reared a large number of 
young, some of which are to be found in the Zoological Gardens at 
Calcutta, Perth, Sydney, and Melbourne. 


* * * 


J. Moir has bred the Striated Finch Munia striata. The parents were 
housed in a cage four feet long for two years before they nested. In 
1957 One young one was reared and in 1958 four in two broods. The 
latter eventually went to the Department of Zoology, Cambridge 
University. Last year, with a new owner, the breeding pair again 
hatched young, but they were not reared beyond a few days. 

It might be thought that this was a quite common breeding, but 
the first and only British record appears to be that of Henry Willford 
in 1909. The F.B.C. Certificate was awarded although no details were 
published (Page, B.N., 1909, 228). 


* *x 
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Failure to record breeding results can lead to disappointment and 
confusion, as witness a recent instance in Australia. 

Alf Lancaster bred the Green-winged Pigeon and, in the absence 
of any published report, was justified in thinking his might be a first 
success. On his result being made known L. Bright, of Yeronga, 
Brisbane, wrote in Australian Aviculture : ‘“‘ I have been breeding these 
birds for 35 years and have reared something like 150 of these birds. 
In addition, a friend of mine here in Brisbane has bred over 200 Green- 
wing Pigeons over the past 30 years and we are still breeding them.” 


* * 7 


A saleroom sensation was caused on 19th October 1959, when 
at Sotheby’s a copy of Audubon’s The Birds of America was sold for 
£13,000. Previous auction prices are : 1922, in the Burdett-Coutts sale, 
£600 ; 1939, in New York, $11,700; 1945, at Sotheby’s, £3,700 ; 
1951, at Christie’s, £7,000 ; 1955, at Sotheby’s, £9,200. 

The present set had been in the Library of the Society of Writers 
to Her Majesty’s Signet, Edinburgh, since it was published in 1827- 
1838, and has now been purchased by Sotheran’s, of Sackville Street, 
London. 

The Birds of America was originally published in eighty-seven parts 
(each of five plates), making a total of 435 coloured plates containing 
1,065 life-size figures. It was subsequently bound in four volumes, 
double elephant folio (size about 38 x 28 inches), and published 
without text. The text is said to have been omitted to avoid the 
necessity of supplying free copies to the various public libraries entitled 
to works under the existing copyright laws. It was, however, published 
as Ornithological Biography, five volumes, in 1831-1839. The extreme 
rarity, even of small sections, of this work is in part due to the destruc- 
tion by fire of the stock and copper plates. 


* + 
Breeding Results, 1959. 


Great Britain. R. T. Kyme, four Stanley’s, three Golden-mantled 
Rosellas, fourteen Cockatiels. E. A. Langridge, two Greater Hill 
Mynahs. 

Australia. Doug Ikin, eight pairs of Splendids reared forty-five 
young ; two pairs of Turquoisines fifteen young ; two pairs of Elegants 
six young; one pair of Blue-winged three young; two pairs of 
Bourke’s nine young; and two pairs of Hooded nineteen young. 
O. L. Weppner, Swainson’s Lorikeet, eight young reared in four 
nests (one of three) ; Scaly-breasted x Musky Lorikeet, eight from 
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four nests (sixteen young reared in two years) ; Blue-winged, eight ; 
Elegant, four ; Bourke’s, ten from three pairs ; Rock Pebbler, one ; 
Barraband’s, three; Red-rumped, four; Many-coloured x Red- 
rumped, two. 

Canada. Lloyd B. Thompson, British Columbia, Ring-necked, 
five, including a lutiao and a split-lutino; Turquoisine, eight ; 
Bourke’s, eight; Red-rumped, two; Lovebirds, Masked, blue 
Masked, Peach-faced, Fischer’s, and Madagascar (8), between sixty 
and seventy reared; Plum-headed nested in a Budgerigar box, 
hatched three young which died of cold when about ten to twelve 
days old ; Prince Lucien Conures and Canary-winged laid infertile 
eggs. 

Denmark. Paul Hansen, Odense, Princess of Wales’s, one pair 
reared three young and two other pairs none ; Crimson-winged, two ; 
Splendid, one pair reared five young, and another pair laid twenty- 
five eggs but made no attempt to incubate. Walther Langberg, 
Copenhagen, Crimson-winged, Stanley, Golden-mantled Rosella, 
Many-coloured, Bourke’s, Splendid, and Turquoisine reared ; two 
young Grey Parrots, two months old on 17th December, 1959 ; 
also two pairs of Red-headed Parrot Finches have young ones in 
indoor cages and are feeding them well. 

France. A. Decoux, four Swainson’s Lorikeets ; seven Bleeding- 
heart Pigeons; Cape, Pygmy, Talpacoti, Diamond, and Green- 
winged Doves; Bronze-winged and Wonga-Wonga Pigeons ; 
Mandarin and Carolina Ducks ; and many Chinese Painted Quail. 

U.S.A. Dr. E. A. Schlesselman, Fresno, California, Bourke’s, 
eleven; Red-rumped, three; Mealy Rosella, five; Moustache 
Parrakeet, three; Indian Ring-necked, four; Nyasa Lovebird, 
eight; and one Yellow Rosella hen. “I believe this is the only 
pure Yellow ever raised in the U.S.A.” P. E. Schneider, San Gabriel, 
California: “‘I was fortunate to rear two yellow Red-rump males, 
believed to be the first in the United States ; also one young African 
Grey Parrot, reared entirely by its parents.” 


* * * 


Prompt payment of subscriptions—due on 1st January—will assist 
the Hon. Treasurer and enable the Society to administer its finances 
to the best advantage. 


* * * 


Tailpiece. A Fabergé gold bird-cage only 3} inches high was sold 
at Sotheby’s on 21st December, 1959, for £850. The name of the 
buyer was not disclosed, so we are left in breathless doubt as to whether 
he is a member of the Society. 

A. A. P. 
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REVIEWS 
CAGE AND GARDEN BIRDS. By Georc Sreinsacuer. B. T. 
Batsford, Ltd. London, 1959. Price gos. net. 

A book by Georg Steinbacher, who is not only an aviculturist of 
wide experience, but an ornithologist of international standing, is a 
welcome addition to any bird library. The German edition of a hand- 
book for bird lovers and aviculturists published in 1957 is no exception. 
Lavishly illustrated with excellent colour plates by Robert Scholz, 
depicting no less than 287 different species, and with a large number 
of black and white drawings and diagrams, this book is most attractive. 
It is full of information such as would be expected from Dr. Steinbacher 
and ranges from the setting up of bird tables and nesting-boxes in a 
garden to attract indigenous birds, to the care of delicate exotic species 
in captivity. Psittacine birds, pheasants, birds of prey, and water birds 
are among the groups included and there are most informative chapters 
on the care of sick birds, buying and transporting of birds, and bird 
psychology. 

The English edition, translated from the German by Peter Gorge, 
has been done so “‘ freely ” that in places it bears little resemblance to 
the original German. The translator does not seem to have heard of 
the word “ species” and the irritating use of the words “ varieties ” 


and “ breeds ” reaches its zenith when he states, regarding Humming- 


birds—‘*‘ Always fill a cage with birds of different varieties since 
members of the same breed usually quarrel’’ making one’s mind 
wander to Aberdeen-Angus bulls. Also he apparently does not know 
how to spell Parrakeet—in every instance there being only one “ r ” 
in this word. 

The reviewer has watched Touracos in Africa, but never have they 
“skipped” along the branches; in the original German they 
“hopped”. The translator has gone completely wrong in the 
explanation of why birds of prey must have freshly killed mice or 
sparrows twice a week as he states that it is ‘““ because they badly need 
the vegetable matter contained in the stomachs, intestines and bones ” 
whereas Dr. Steinbacher’s original explained that it was “ because of 
the vegetable matter contained in the stomach and intestines, and the 
gristle and bones in the body ”’. 

A great deal of adaptation has been done and this has not been 
happy, for instance it is stated that the Serin “ has not been observed 
in freedom in the British Isles” and the references to British Bird 
Protection laws are sometimes wide of the mark. 

It is a pity that such an important book was not translated by 
someone with a better knowledge of these subjects, as, quite frankly, 
the result is a disgraceful travesty of Dr. Steinbacher’s original German. 


P. B-S. 


* * * 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


LEMON DOVES 


Squadron-Leader Everitt is not quite correct. The true Lemon Dove, which we have 
been breeding for the past two years, is Aplopelia larvata, with two races, the nominate 
from the “ Mountain forests of eastern Africa from the interior of Kenya Colony 
(north of Mt. Elgon and Mt. Kenya), southward through Tanganyika Territory and 
Nyasaland to Transvaal, Natal, and Cape Province” (Peters), and bronzini, the 
Abyssinian Lemon Dove, of the Highlands of Ethiopia. 

There are seven races of Aplopelia simplex, none of which appears to have been 
imported. For want of any other vernacular name they are often described as 
Lemon Doves. The seven races, it will be noticed that four are island, admitted by 
Peters are :— 

jacksoni. Uganda, where recorded from the Ruwenzori district and the Bugoma 
and Mabira forests. Ruwenzori Lemon Dove. 

plumbescens. Forests of southern Cameroon. Southern Cameroon Lemon Dove. 

inormata. Cameroon Mountain above 6,000 feet and the Cameroon-Nigerian 
highlands. Cameroon Mountain Lemon Dove. 

poensis. Confined to the Island of Fernando Po. Fernando Po Lemon Dove. 

principalis. Confined to Principe (or Prince’s) Island. Principe Island Lemon Dove. 

simplex. Island of Sido Thomé and Rollas Islet. Sao Thomé Lemon Dove. 
hypoleuca. Confined to the Island of Annobon. Annobon Lemon Dove. 
A. A. PREsTWICH. 
61 Cuase Roan, 
Oakwoon, N. 14. 


SLATEY-HEADED PARRAKEETS 


I was interested in Mr. Vane’s answer to my query re Slatey-headed Parrakeets ; 
and had ours been, as he supposes, some that he mentions as having been on the 
market “ earlier this year”, I should now know, from what he has written, that the 
pair we have are Hodgson’s Parrakeet. In actual fact, however, the ones we obtained 
were some that were offered to us in 1957, and these of course may, or may not, 
have been of the same race as the subsequent arrivals two years later. 

If my memory is not at fault, our cock certainly differs from that of a pair which 
I much admired many years ago in the late Duke of Bedford’s collection. I cannot 
now recall whether or not (but presumably not) the hen had the red wing patch, 
but the male was very beautiful with an inky blue-black head and brilliant yellow 
tip to the tail, whereas our present cock has the tail tipped with a less vivid yellow, 
and the head, instead of being blue-black, is of a very dark slate-grey, while what we 
believe to be the hen only differs in having the head of a rather lighter grey. 

As Mr. Vane makes no mention of the difference in the plumage of the males of 
the two races, I can only surmise that the late Duke’s pair were what Mr. Vane calls 
“the more usual himalayana”, and that the pair we now have are presumably 
P. himalayana finschii—Hodgson’s Parrakeet. But this is all rather vague ; and one 
would welcome from an authoritative source—preferably perhaps some knowledge- 
able person who knows both races in their native haunts—a detailed description of 
an adult male and female Slatey-headed Parrakeet, and of an adult male and female 
Hodgson’s Parrakeet. 

Epwarp J. Boosey. 
BRAMBLETYE, 

Keston, 

KENT. 
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Rules of the Avicultural Society 


Last amended, 8th September, 1958. 


1.—The name of the Society shall be THe Avicutturat Society, and its 
object shall be the study of British and foreign birds in freedom and in captivity. 
Poultry, domestic Pigeons, and Canaries shall be outside the scope of the Society. 
The year of the Society, with that of each volume of the Society’s Magazine, which 
shall be known as the AvicuLTuRAL Macazinez, shall commence with the month 
of January and end on the 31st December following. 


2.—The Avicultural Society shall consist of Ordinary, Life, Honorary Life 
Members, and Honorary Fellows, and the last shall be restricted in number to 
ten, and be elected by the Council. 


3.—The Officers of the Society shall be elected, annually if necessary, by 
Members of the Council in the manner hereinafter provided, and shall consist of 
a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a Secretary-Treasurer, an Assistant 
Secretary, an Editor, and a Council of fifteen Members. The President, Vice- 
Presidents, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor shal] be ex officio 
Members of the Council. 


4:—New Members shall be proposed in writing, and the name and address 
of every person thus proposed, with the name of the Member proposing him 
shall be published in the next issue of the Magazine. Unless the candidate shall 
within two weeks after the publication of his name in the Magazine, be objected 
to by at least two Members, he shall be deemed to be duly elected. If five 
Members shall lodge with the Secretary objections to any candidate he shall not 
be elected, but the signatures to the signed objections must be verified by the 
Scrutineer. If two or more Members shall object to any candidate the name 
of such candidate shall be brought before the Council at their next meeting, 
and the Council shall have power to elect or to disqualify him from election. 


5-—Each Member shall pay an annual subscription of £1, to be due and 
payable in advance on the ist of January in each year; and, on payment of 
the subscription shall be entitled to receive all the numbers of the Society’s 
Magazine for the current year. Life Member’s fee, £15. 


6.—Members intending to resign their membership at the end of the 
current year of the Society are expected to give notice to the Secretary before 
the 1st of December, so that their names may not be included in the “ List of 
Members ”’, which shall be published annually in the January number of the 
Magazine, 
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7.—The Magazine of the Society shall be issued on or about the first day of 
every month, and forwarded, post free, to all the Members who shall have paid their 
subscriptions for the year ; but no Magazine shall be sent or delivered to any Member 
until the annual subscription shall have reached the hands of the Secretary-Treasurer. 
Members whose subscriptions shall not have been paid as above by the 
first day in November in any year shall cease to be Members of the Society, 
but may be readmitted, at the discretion of the Council, on payment of the 
annual subscription. 


8.—The President, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor 
shall be elected for a term of five years, and, should a vacancy occur, it may be 
temporarily filled by the Executive Committee (see Rule 10). At the expiration 
of the term of five years in every case it shall be competent for the Council to 
nominate the same officer, or another Member, for a further term of five years, 
unless a second candidate be proposed by not less than twenty-five Members of 
at least two years’ standing, as set forth below. 

In the November number of the Magazine preceding the retirement from 
office of the President, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor, the 
Council shall publish the names of those members whom they have nominated to 
fill the vacancies thus created ; and these Members shall be deemed duly elected 
unless another candidate or candidates be proposed by not less than fifteen Members 
of at least two years’ standing. Such proposal, duly seconded and containing the 
written consent of the nominee to serve, if elected, in the capacity for which he is 
proposed, must reach the Secretary on or before the 15th of November. 


9.—The Members of the Council shall retire by rotation, three at the end of 
each year of the Society (unless a vacancy or vacancies shall occur otherwise) and 
three other Members of the Society shall be recommended by the Council to take 
the place of those retiring. The names of the three Members recommended shall 
be printed in the November number of the AvicuLTuRAL Macazinge. Should the 
Council’s selection be objected to by fifteen or more Members, these shall have 
power to put forward three other candidates, whose names, together with the 
signatures of not less than fifteen Members proposing them, must reach the 
Secretary by the 15th of November. The names of the six candidates will 
then be printed on a voting paper and sent to each Member with the December 
number of the Magazine, and the result of the voting published in the January 
issue. Should no alternative candidates be put forward, in the manner and by the 
date above specified, the three candidates recommended by the Council shall be 
deemed to have been duly elected. In the event of an equality of votes the 
President shall have a casting vote. 


If any Member of the Council does not attend a meeting for two years in 
succession the Council shall have power to elect another Member in his place. 


10.—Immediately after the election of the Council that body shall proceed 
to elect three from its Members. These three, together with the Secretary- 
Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor, shall form a Committee known as the 
Executive Committee. 

The duties of the Executive Committee shall be as follows :— 

(i) In the event of the resignation of any of the Officers during the Society’s 
year, to fill temporarily the vacancy until the end of the year. In the case of the 
office being one which is held for more than one year (e.g. Secretary-Treasurer, 
Assistant Secretary, or Editor) the appointment shall be confirmed by the Council 
at its next meeting. 
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(ii) To act for the Council in the decision of any other matter that may 
arise in connection with the business of the Society. 


The decision of any matter by the Executive to be settled by a simple 
majority (three to form a quorum). In the event of a tie on any question, such 
question shall be forthwith submitted by letter to the Council for their decision, 


The Executive shall not have power 
(i) To add to or alter the Rules; 
(ii) To expel any Member ; 
(iii) To re-elect the Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, or Editor 
for a second term of office. 


It shall not be lawful for the Treasurer to pay any account exceeding 
£10 unless such account be duly sanctioned by another Member of the Executive. 


It shall be lawful for the Secretary-Treasurer or Editor to pledge the 
Society’s credit for a sum not exceeding £100. 


Should a Member wish any matter to be brought before the Council direct 
such matter should be sent to the Secretary with a letter stating that it is to be 
brought before the Council at their next meeting, otherwise communications will 
in the first place be brought before the Executive. 


A decision of a majority of the Council, or a majority of the Executive 
endorsed by the Council, shall be final and conclusive in all matters. 


11.—The Editor shall have an absolute discretion as to what matter shall 
be published in the Magazine (subject to the control of the Executive Committee). 
The Secretary and Editor shall respectively refer all matters of doubt and difficulty 
to the Executive Committee. 


12.—The Council (but not a committee of the Council) shall have power to 
alter and add to the Rules, from time to time, in any manner they may think 
fit. Five to form a quorum at any meeting of the Council. 


13.—The Council shall have power to expel any Member from the Society 
at any time without assigning any reason. 
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The Society’s Medal 


(Instituted 1st November, 1896) 


RULES 


The Medal may be awarded at the discretion of the Council to any 
Member who shall succeed in breeding, in the United Kingdom, any species of 
bird which shall not, in the opinion of the Council, be known to have been 
previously bred in captivity in Great Britain or Northern Ireland. Any Member 
wishing to obtain the Medal must send a detailed account for publication in the 
Magazine within about eight weeks from the date of hatching of the young, and 
furnish such evidence of the facts as the Council may require. The Medal will 
be awarded only in cases where the young shall live to be old enough to feed 
themselves, and to be wholly independent of their parents. The question of 
awarding a Medal for the breeding of local races or sub-species of species that 
have already been bred shall be at the discretion of the Council. No Medal can 
be given for the breeding of hybrids. 


The account of the breeding must be reasonably full so as to afford 
instruction to our Members, and must appear in the AvicuLTURAL MAGAZINE 
before it is published or notified elsewhere. It should describe the plumage of 
the young, and be of value as a permanent record of the nesting and general habits of the 
species. These points will have great weight when the question of awarding the 
Medal is under consideration. 


In every case the decision of the Council shall be final. 


The Medal will be forwarded to each Member as soon after it shall have 
been awarded as possible. 


The Medal is struck in bronze (but the Council reserve the right to issue 
it in silver in very special cases) and measures 2$ inches in diameter. It bears on 
the obverse a representation of two birds with a nest containing eggs, and the 
words “ The Avicultural © sciety—founded 1894”. On the reverse is the following 
inscription : ‘* Awarded to [name of recipient] for rearing the young of [name of 
species], a species not previously bred in captivity in the United Kingdom.” 





STEPHEN AUSTIN AND SONS, LTD. 
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. READMITTED 
Dr, P. H. Bunron, “ Elim,” P.O. Addo, FE, Cape Province, South Africa. 
Atan D. Caterer, 5 Lutterworth Road, Wyken, Coventry. 
M. K. Homarsmyp, Jubilee Ground, Bhuj, Kutch, India. 


NEW MEMBERS 


The twenty-eight Candidates for Election in the J: , 1960, number 
of the AvicutTuraL Macaznwe, were duly elected members of the Society. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
Dr. M. Burton, to Weston House, Albury, Surrey: 
Dr. J. Canny-Hucnes, to 15 Peninsuia Court, Kowloon, Hong Kong. 
Davi R. Corsert, to c/o State Plain aroo 
sea fi Migration Office, Street, Kang Point, 
C, Everrrr, to 19 Crestmont Avenue, Trenton 10, New Jersey, U.S.A. 
Mrs. C. Everrrr, to tg Crestmont Avenue, Trenton 10, New Jersey, U.S.A. 
R. I. Haagrwon, to Rose Briar Cottage, Thornton-le-Moor, Northallerton, Yorks. 
F. H. Hotserry, to 99 Welcombe Avenue, Park North, Swindon, Wilts. 
Kerra Hotpswortn, to 41 Ficldway, Widnes, Lancs. 
Georce M. Lacey, to Route 4, Box 420, Fort Myers, Florida, U.S.A. 
Kerrn C. Kirx, to 52 Station Road, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts. 
Peter M. Macrow, to 8 Meredyth Avenue, Millswood Estate, South Australia. 
Henwinc Mansen, to “ Rubi,” Norremelievej, Viborg, Denmark. 
J. H. Noorpay; to Amersfoortscheweg 14, Maarn, Holland. 
Jan Rocer van Oosran, to 2601 N, Shirley, Tacoma, Washington, U.S.A. 
G. N. W. Parser, to P.O. Box 938, Port Elizabeth, South Africa. 
jonny Rorers, to c/o W. B. Plannt and Son, Ltd., Webbwood, Ontario, Canada. 
G. R. Wacxer, to 2E Branksome Wood Road, Bournemouth. 
S. H. Woops, to 97 Tytherton Road, Tufnell Park, London, N. 19. 


DONATIONS 
(CoLour PLare Forp) 





POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS 
Ne tt ea 
1. All birds to ae Seaetene 2 Om Tetalenia, Lechepienl Faclaty of Lagan, 
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2. A brief account of the illness should be sent and, in addition, it should be stated 


telephone number, so that the owner be 
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Argruur A, Presrwicn,. . 


Hon. Secretary. 
STEPHEN AUSTIN AND SONS, LTD,, PRINTERS, HERTFORD 











READMITTED 
Dr. P. H. Bunton, “ Elim,” P.O. Addo, E. Cape Province, South Africa. 
Avan D. Caterer, 5 Lutterworth Road, Wyken, Coventry. 
M. K. Hmmarsinjt, Jubilee Ground, Bhuj, Kutch, India. 


NEW MEMBERS 


The twenty-eight Candidates for Election in the January-February, 1960, number 
of the AvicuLTruRAL MAGazineg, were duly elected members of the Society. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
Dr. M. Burton, to Weston House, Albury, Surrey. 
Dr. J. Carey-Hucues, to 11 Peninsula Court, Kowloon, Hong Kong. 
Davin R. Corsett, to c/o State Migration Office, Plain Street, Kangaroo Point, 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. 
C, Everitt, to 13 Crestmont Avenue, Trenton 10, New Jersey, U.S.A. 
Mrs. C. Everitt, to 13 Crestmont Avenue, Trenton 10, New Jersey, U.S.A. 
R. I. Harrison, to Rose Briar Cottage, Thornton-le-Moor, Northallerton, Yorks. 
F. H. Hotperry, to 99 Welcombe Avenue, Park North, Swindon, Wilts. 
KerrH Hoipsworth, to 41 Fieldway, Widnes, Lancs. 
Gerorce M. Lacey, to Route 4, Box 420, Fort Myers, Florida, U.S.A. 
Kerru C, Kirk, to 52 Station Road, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts. 
Peter M. Macrow, to 8 Meredyth Avenue, Millswood Estate, South Australia. 
HENNING Mansen, to “ Rubi,”’ Norremollevej, Viborg, Denmark. 
J. H. Noorvzy, to Amersfoortscheweg 14, Maarn, Holland. 
JAN Rocer van Oosten, to 2601 N. Shirley, Tacoma, Washington, U.S.A. 
G. N. W. Parker, to P.O. Box 938, Port Elizabeth, South Africa. 
Jonny Roters, to c/o W. B. Plannt and Son, Ltd., Webbwood, Ontario, Canada. 
G. R. WALKER, to 2E Branksome Wood Road, Bournemouth. 
S. H. Woops, to 37 Tytherton Road, Tufnell Park, London, N. 19. 


DONATIONS 
Cotour PLATE FuNnp 
F. E. B. Johnson 
A. Lamb 


Mrs. O. H. Wallin 
Gene C. Westerman 





POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS 

Attention is drawn to the following rules : 

1. All birds to be addressed to the Pathologist, Zoological Society of London, 
Regent’s Park, London, N.W. 1. 

2. A brief account of the illness should be sent and, in addition, it should be stated 
what other birds are kpet on the same premises. 

3. Enclose full name and address and telephone number, so that the owner may be 
informed urgently of what action to take in case of infectious disease, or contacted if 
further information is required. 

4. Fees are based on the amount of work done. The basic fee for a single post- 
mortem examination is 10s., but bacteriological and other laboratory tests are charged 
extra. Where more than one bird is sent at the same time the fee is not necessarily as 
much as 10s. per bird. 

5. No body or skin of any bird will be returned under any circumstances whatever. 

ArtHur A. PRESTWICH, 
Hon. Secretary. 


STEPHEN AUSTIN AND SONS, LTD., PRINTERS, HERTFORD 





CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 

Oswa.p C, Atrew, East View, Gt. Massingham, Kings Lynn, Norfolk. Proposed by 
A. A, Prestwich. 

D. M. G. Birp, The Old Rectory, Aston-le-Walls, Rugby, Warwick. Proposed by 
Mrs. C. Rochfort-Boyd. 

Epwarp M. Boerum, River Road, Titusville, New Jersey, U.S.A. Proposed by 
Sqn.-Ldr. C. Everitt. 

Aan Bootn, 29 Croft Road, Hoyland, Nr. Barnsley, Yorks. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 

S. M. Bunary, Buhary’s Aquaria and Pet Shop, 203 Trincomalie Street, Kandy, 
Ceylon. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

H. J. Butt, The Old Mill House, Plumpton, Sussex. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 


Lawrence W. CauiL, Paignton Zoological and Botanical Gardens, Paignton, Devon. 
Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 


Norman C. Carroii, “ Moorabar,’” Fyansford, Geelong, Victoria, Australia. 
Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

Mrs. D. J. Cooper, 17 De Parys Avenue, Bedford, Beds. Proposed by W. B. Frostick. 

Don G. Davis, General Curator, Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Park, Box 158, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, U.S.A. Proposed by Miss P. Barclay-Smith. 

F. C. Day, 53 Fowler Street, Wainfelin, Pontypool, Mon. Proposed by Miss K. 
Bonner. 

Jack W. Dean, 31 Conduit Street, Gloucester. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

G. pe Smet, Raadhuisplein 10, Oostburg, Holland. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

Cuaries T. FLetcuer, 40 Franklin Road, Doncaster East, Victoria, Australia. 
Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 


L. Grorceson, Woodlands Hostel, London Road, Baldock, Herts. Proposed by 
J. W. Bushby. 


Joun C, Gorpsurrn, 85 Elm Grove Road, Barnes, London, S.W. 13. Proposed by 
A. A. Prestwich. 

C. Harsorp, “ Greenaway House,’”’ Cippenham, Slough, Bucks. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 


A. H. Hicarns, Buronga Park, Via Mildura, N.S.W., Australia. Proposed by Miss K. 
Bonner. 


R. W. Kirror, P.O. Bergvici, Johannesburg, South Africa. Proposed by Miss K. 
Bonner. 


J. E. Mason-WeEnn, Lake House, Lower Weare, Nr. Axbridge, Somerset. Proposed 
by Miss K. Bonner. 

OssorneE Morton, Old Forge House, Malone Road, Belfast, N. Ireland. Proposed 
by Sir Crawford McCullagh, Bart. 

Staff/Sgt. A. J. Newcomng, No. 4 Married Qtrs., C.A.D. Bramley, Nr. Basingstoke, 
Hants. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

Most Rev. J. P. O’Cotuiws, D.D., Bishop’s House, 1444 Sturt Street, Ballarat, 
Victoria, Australia. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

D. F. Patmer, “ Ettune,”’ 9 Judges Drive, Norwich, Norfolk. Proposed by D. W. 
Muirhead. 

J. B. Prentice, 129 The Eyrie, Eaglemont N. 22, Victoria, Australia. Proposed by 
A. A. Prestwich. 

M. H. Sanpers, 1642 So. Ogden Drive, Los Angeles 19, Calif., U.S.A. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 


Micuaet L. THorne, 43 Nightingale Road, Hampton, Middx. Proposed by Miss K. 
Bonner. 


Mrs. M. G. A. Turner, 16 The Crescent, Maidenhead, Berks. Proposed by B. 
Dittrich. 


T. L. Younc, 7 Sweetpool Lane, West Hagley, Worcs. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 





